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% MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 


talléons 


Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park 
Tuesday 29th September to Thursday 1st October, 1998 
9am through to 12 Noon 

Boys and Girls from 5 Years Old 

Your Boots, Shinpads, Socks and Shorts 

$100.00 per Child — Group Discounts for 5 or more 
Nine (9) Hours of expert tuition 

One ‘Camp Stallions’ T-Shirt 

One ‘Uhlsport’ Soccer Ball 

One Marconi Fairfield Supporters Cap 

1998/99 Marconi Squad Individual Head Shot Rasiey 
1998/99 Marconi Stallions Season Pass ; 
Autographed Photo with the Marconi Team 
3 ‘Soccer International’ Magazines 

Free Snacks and refreshments daily 

End of Clinic Report Card 


COACHES INCLUDE oe 


@) Marconi Head Coach Frank Farina (@) Kris Trajanovski (@) Vlado Zoric 
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(Young Socceroos Danny Invincible & Christian Care @) Marcus Phillips 


@) Dominic Longo (Brendon Renaud = PLUS a host of other Marconi stars 


Please complete and send with payment to: MARCONI “Camp Stallions” COACHING CLINIC 
Club Marconi, Marconi Plaza, Bossley Park, NSW 2176. Closing Date is Friday 25th September, 1998. 
CHILD’S NAME/S. . 
ADDRESS. . 
TELEPHONE NUMBER (Home) . tee eee 
T‘SHIRT SIZE . . erie . - POSITION 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS (If Any)... 6... eee eee eee eee tee net eee e eee eee eee n neers nee 


I authorise the coaches and staff of Club Marconi to act for me, according to their best judgement, in any 
emergency requiring medical attention. I further release Club Marconi and staff from any and all liability for injury 
or illness incurred at the coaching clinic. 


PARENT/GUARDIAN (Signature) ....---- 6s ee eee ee ee pee eee eee ee DALE Lee eee eet te ree eee 
ALL ENQUIRIES 
Telephone: 9823 2222 OR ... 
E-Mail: clubmarconi@ pip.com.au 


ABSW 
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Australian News 


HORVAT READY FOR GLORY BEATS COSMOS 
THE PALACE 


By Royinay 


ajduk Split and Geelong star Steve Horvat has 
signed a four-year contract with English First 
Division club Crystal Palace, coached by his for- 
mer Socceroo mentor Terry Venables, 

Horvat (right) still has to wait for his United Kingdom work 
permit, but that should be through in the next few days given that 
he has fulfilled the requirement of playing in 75 per cent of 
Austral international matches in the last year. 

This was the sticking point when Horvat was about to join 
West Ham United in the Premier League last year, but since then 
Horvat has been ever present in the Australian team. He needs to 
move fairly quickly however as Australia is about to embark on 
the Oceania tournament which leads on to the Confederations 
Cup with a new squad, which includes Geelong’s Kris 
‘Trajanovski, now with Marconi Fairfield in Sydney. 

This week Horvat was ecstatic about his new club and its 
players including Attilio Lombardo, Sasa Curcic, and Michele 
Padovano all of whom are seasoned internationals and who have 
played at the highest level, “Lombardo is a legend and they are 
all great to play with”, he said, “I have played in several practice 
matches and the club is determined to win promotion this year”. 
Terry Venables has a five year contract and they talk about a five 
year plan, but the reality is that they have so many expensive 
players that they cannot afford to stay in the First Division, My 
contract has a clause that allows me to move if we don’t get pro- 
motion this year. 

“My agent says London is a great shop window. The First 
Division is getting great exposure now on Sky television with 
two or three matches per week and clubs like Sunderland have 
crowds of 40,000 so the atmosphere will be great”, 

Horvat, his wife Tina and his daughter have a lease on a flat 
in Chelsea Green, just off the King’s Road and close to Sloane 
Square and they are looking forward to the move to London, 


“Many of the players live around there and it is a really nice 
area. You can walk to all shops and restaurants in the area”. 
Steve asked about soccer in Geelong and how his old team 
North Geelong was fairing and how his former team-mate 
Adrian Cervinski was recovering from his neck injury. Horvat 


was part of the team which won the Victorian Premier League at 
its first attempt under coach Branko Culina and we discussed the 
hard work and planning which went into that unprecedented tri- 
umph. 

North’ very success however led to the belief that it would be 
easy to repeat that result, but experience shows how unrealistic 
that has been, 

Meanwhile, on the weekend Carlton continued their pre-sea- 
son games with a 5-1 victory over South Dandenong. Moriera 
scored two with singles to Marth, Lapsansky and Vlahos. 


IN BUNBURY 


By Richard Kreider 


erth Glory’s pre-season program 

kicked off in earnest in the south- 

west city of Bunbury last Saturday 

with a 3-0 win over Canberra 
Cosmos. 

It proved to be a successful promotion of 
soccer, with close to 2,000 people crammed 
into Hands Oval to witness the first serious hit- 
out for the Glory side, who played well despite 
the absence of Troy Halpin, Ernie Tapai and 
Robert Trajkovski who were on Socceroo duty, 
and the injured Scott Miller. 

“It was a satisfactory result considering we 
‘were without the international players, but it 
does show there will be healthy competition for 
team places,” said coach Bernd Strange. 
“Having said that, I feel we must become more: 
Wominant.” 

Glory opened the scoring after # quarter of 
‘an hour from a looping header by John 

| Markoyski. Goalkeeper Vilson Knezovic was 
| injured in his attempt to prevent the goal and 
| was substituted by Grant Barlow. 

| The second-half saw a much more aggres- 
| sive Glory unit that kept the Cosmos rearguard 
| on their toes for long periods of play. Perth 
| increased their lead in the S1st minute with the 
| 


| best goal of the game from James Afkos who 
finished a breathtaking solo run which included 
breezing past three Canberra defenders, with a 
superb grass level strike from just inside the 
box: 


Canberra managed to show in patches that 
they are capable of being formidable opponents 
for 1998/99, and may well be able to avoid 
being the doormats for a third consecutive sea- 
son. 


Substitute Vasko Trpcevski completed the scor- 
ing three minutes from time when a Paul 
Strudwick right-side centre was cleared his way 
and he wasted no time in returning the ball into the 
back of the Cosmos net, 

Despite not being able to score, Glory striker 
Bobby Despotovski was constantly in the thick 
of the action and had a hat-full of scoring 
chances, especially after the-break. 


Perth Glory: D. Milosevic (A, Franken 46), 
J. Afkos, J. Carbone, V. Buljubasic, G. 
Wilkinson, J. Hamwell (D, Hay 42), G. Naven 
(M. Garcia 68), P. Strudwick, J. Markovski (V. 
‘Trpcevski 56), V. Kalogeracos, S. Despotovski. 


Canberra Cosmos: V. Knezevic (G. Barlow 
15), H. James, T. Popovic, D. Burt, L. Wilson, 
D. Marcina, S. Kostic (A. Ravenello 60), E. 
Borsos, P. Buljan, A. Magnacca, A, Miglietti. 


ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT LAMBERT PARK, MARION ST, LEICHHARDT. 


1st GRADE & UNDER 21S TRIALS 


Sunday 4th October — 1.00pm 
Sunday 11th October — 1.00pm 
Sunday 18th October — 1.00pm 
Sunday 25th October — 1.00pm 


Wednesday 7th October — 6.30pm 
Wednesday 14th October — 6.30pm 
Wednesday 21st October — 6.30pm 
Wednesday 28th October — 6.30pm 


UNDER 18s TRIALS 


Sunday 4th October — 10.00am 
Sunday 11th October — 10.00am 
Sunday 18th October — 10.00am 
Sunday 25th October — 10.00am 


Friday 9th October —6.30pm 
Friday 16th October — 6.30pm 
Friday 23rd October — 6.30pm 
Friday 30th October — 6.30pm 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


Under 13s & Under 14s 


Tuesday 13th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 20th Oct 6.30pm 
Tuesday 27th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 3rd Nov 6.30pm 


ALSO 


Thursday 15th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 22nd Oct 6.30pm 
Thursday 29th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 5th Nov 6.30pm 


Under 15s & Under 16s 


Saturday 17th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 24th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 31st October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 


U/21s Coach — Billy McColl 
UN8s Coach — John Panuccio 
U16s Coach — Tony Raciti 
U/5s Coach — Lenny Salvaggio 
U/4s Coach — John Romeo 
U19s Coach — Robert Gabrielli 


APPOINTED 1999 COACHING STAFF 
‘1st Gde Coach — Arno Bertogna (Former Socceroo) 


janager Guererra 
Manager — Phillip Salvaggio 
Manager — Dominic Vitetta 
Manager — Aldo Di Mento 


Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator 
Asst. Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator 
Youth League Convenor 

Assistant Youth League Convenor 

Club Goal Keeper Coach 

Head Club Physio Therapist 

Physio 

‘Youth League Physio 

Club Doctor 


Billy McColl 
Andrew Baudille 

Rudi Barecca 

Aldo Di Mento 

Frank Mikuletic (NSW State Keeper) 
Paul Fioretto 

Michael Ho Shon 

Tommy Cellucci 

Dr Brent Wong 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS INFO LINES 
9565 2299 (7 Lines — 24 uns) on O18 276 763 (Mosite) 


All Youth Teams will be touring Fiji for a pre-season tournament from January 3rd to January 8th 1999 


ABSW 


Australian News 


FOUR MORE 


KNIGHTS 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


‘elbourne Knights coach Vid Horvat has said that he 

would sign at-least four new players before the 

season begins in a fortnight’s time. The Knights 
have the bye in the first round and their first game is at 
home to Wollongong Wolves on October 18. 

“We still need four or five more players” said Horvat. 

They've brought back Mijo Trupkovie from North Geelong 
Warriors, a player they've been using as a guest player in the 
Tynan-Eyre Cup 

They are yet to add any other new players to their squad, 
though Horvat said it would be a matter of time before he 
secures some signatures. 

There has been a delay with Alex Kiratzoglou, a player who 
has been training with the club for a number of weeks now. 

Kiratzoglou returned to Melbourne after a spell in England 
where he made one appearance for second division side Oldham 
‘Athletic and also played for non-league team Northwich 
Victoria, 

Horvat has been impressed with what he has seen of 
Kiratzoglou and would like to sign him but the player is keeping 
his options open. 

“He is not sure if he (Kiratzoglou) wants to sign yet, he’s still 
waiting to see if there's anything from Europe for him. 

“It’s up to him, but we do want to sign him.” 

‘The signing of St Albans striker Harry Karl is still up in the 
air but they are likely to bring in VIS ‘keeper Martin John as 
cover and to put pressure on Olyroo Joe Didulica. 


MARCONI 
PLAY FOR 


By John Economos 


‘arconi on Saturday night takes on Sydney 

United in an exhibition match that’s being billed 

as the inaugural “Peter Forsyth & David Carty 

Memorial Cup” at 7.30pm at the Marconi 
Stadium. 

‘As a curtain raiser,-and starting at 5.30pm, the NSW Police 
Representative XI will battle with the Victorian Police Force XL. 

The main match will highlight the National League's two 
youngest coaches. 

Both former Australian strikers, Frank 
Farina (Marconi coach) and David 
Mitchell (Pumas’ coach), have played 
together. But on Saturday night this past 
partnership will be fighting for the spoils. 

‘They will be guiding their respective 
forces to win this inaugural Memorial 
Cup, played in memory of the two 
courageous policemen, so tragically 
killed earlier this 
year whilst on 
duty serving the 


Force. 

Further enquries can be made at 
Ashfield by calling Doug McKenzie or 
Andrew Bow on 9797-4099, or at 
Newtown by calling Daniel Bishop on 
9550-8199. 

It's great to see our soccer clubs 
putting back into the community. 
Recently, Wollongong Wolves played the Olyroos in a charity 
game for flood victims on the south coast, and in Melbourne the 
Tynan-Eyre Cup is the pre-season tournament (won by 
Gippsland Falcons) which is in memory of two policemen killed. 

For this worthy cause, Soccer Weekly would advise the 
Soccer fraternity to be at the Marconi Stadium this Saturday, it 
should be a top game. 


WANTE 


Horvat also said he was talking to a player from Sydney and a 
Croatian player who is currently in the German second division. 

‘Two names Horvat is unlikely to sign are George Jolevski and 
Sonny Sevin, despite saying he needs some experienced players 
in the side. 

Both have been training with the Knights - Jolevski has been 
used in the Tynan-Eyre Cup - but Horvat said they probably 
‘won't be offered a contract. 

See Ivan Kelic interview on page 18. 


ND PUMAS 
CHARITY 


David Mitchell up against Farina in the coaching 
stakes this Saturday night. 


Frank Farina ... the legend. 


IT'S LIONS v ROVERS 


Di Losa and Rogers strike 


for Lions in Preliminar 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane Lions dashed Brisbane 

City’s dreams of winning 

Queensland soccer’s treble 

when they eliminated the 
reigning premiers 2-1 in the 
XXXX league preliminary 
final on Sunday. 

Lions won the right to 
meet Rochedale in next 
Saturday's grand final 
after slamming home 
two second half goals 
from striker Greg Di 
Losa and midfielder Craig 
Rogers. 

And to rub salt into their 
wounds, City lost ace striker Chris 
Slater when trailing 2-nil after he was sent 
off for a tackle from behind on Lions 
defender Darren Sime. 

City were aiming to become the first 
side since Southside Eagles to win 
Queensland's three major trophies, the 
premiership, Grand Final and Queensland 
Cup (formerly) Ampol Cup. 

Southside Eagles won the treble 20 
years ago in 1978 under the helm of 
Queensland coaching stalwart Matt 
Carson, 

City only had themselves to blame for 


BRISBANE CITY 


bowing out of the semi-final series. 

Former national league striker Mark 
Battistin hit the upright with a powerful 
header just three minutes into the game 
when he latched onto a Danny Wright 
cross. 

Then Slater had another well struck 
header saved miraculously by a sprawling 
Lions keeper Jason Lucas midway through 
the opening half, which was clearly 
dominated by City. 

However, Lions turned the match 
around in the second half although City 
midfielder Wayne Strange missed another 
simple chance from close range when he 
side footed a Slater cross over the crossbar 
midway through the second half. 


Lions grabbed a 1-0 lead four minutes 
after the interval when City keeper Daniel 
Duke failed to hold a Steve Starr shot from 
an acute angle parrying it into the path of 
Di Losa for an easy tap in. 

Lions’ Frank Mengotti could have 
extended his side’s lead two minutes later 

as he raced into box drawing 

Duke only to see his attempt 
trickle wide of the upright. ~ 
Any hopes of a City 
revival were virtually 
snuffed out when 

Rogers found himself in 

the right place and the 

right time during a 
goalmouth — scramble 
turning and blasting Lions’ 
second into the roof of the net, 
City midfielder Shane Haddow 
grabbed a consolation goal in the dying 
minutes when he flicked on a long throw 
from substitute Angelo Cootes into the 
bottom corner of the net past Lucas. 

City coach Bobby Hamilton offered no 

excuses for his side’s out of character 


performance. 

“There were no excuses from us 
although we could easily have been two 
goals up ourselves early in the match,” 
Hamilton said. 

Hamilton believes Lions will go on to 
win their grand final clash with Rochedale 
on Saturday night. 

“Rochedale have Clayton Koch 
suspended and Lions should have too 
much experience,” Hamilton said. 

Lions’ coach Miron Bleiberg was 
looking forward to the Grand Final against 
a team he believes likes to play football. 

“T felt sorry for City today as they are 
the true champions,” he said. 

“When we played Ipswich it was like 
war but against City today we were 
allowed to play football. 

“Rochedale are like City in that they 
like to play football and we’re happy to 
meet them and we'll go into the grand 
final full of confidence.” 


By Aidan Ormond 


arely two years ago Wollongong Wolves was the frumpy aunt of 

the national league family. A dour playing style brought them few 

admirers on the south coast and beyond, an ordinary track record 

on the park, limited finances and a paucity of exciting players 

combined to give them an almost invisible profile and a less than 
healthy financial base. Rugby league dominated Wollongong as the Brandon 
Park battlers seemed at times not to even exist. 

Eyen at last year’s NSL media iuunch, Wolves’ Alvin Ceccoli was virtually 
ignored for more high-profile teams and players. 

Fast forward to September 1998 and things could not be more different. 
Frumpy is now the sassy nightclubber, with a penchant for excitement and 
entertainment, And the fans are loving it. 

While some may say it was a new determination of the club's administrators 
(the club trades as Wollongong Wolves as part of Wollongong Epic Events Pty 
Limited) many put it down to the arrival of one Nick Theodorakopoulos for 
bringing out the virgin talent (sorry!) and ushering in a new era in terms of 
playing style, and, more importantly, results. 

Last season they combined a cavalier approach with a 
winning system that reaped the highest crowds in NSW 
and a finals appearance (their demolition of finals 
powerhouse Adelaide City ample proof of their 
progress). 
The upshot? Seven Wolves players currently in 
various national teams, including two, Alvin Ceccoli 
and Scott Chipperfield, in the Socceroos for the 
37” Oceania Nations Cup this week in Brisbane (plus Matt 

Horsley is on standby), New national team cap, Wolves 
wingback Alvin Ceccoli was walking through his home when the phone rang from 
Soccer Australia’s Steve Coping, informing him of his national team selection. 

“J started jumping up and down but I have calmed down now,” gushed Ceccoli 
the following day. 

“1 don’t want to let anyone from the club down, I just want to do my best for 
Australia, Goals are to get my foot in there and use it as a learning experience for 
my future,” 


The Wolf also used his selection to officially 

scupper any ideas that may have been around that he 

‘was going to pledge his allegiance to his country of 
origin, San Marino. 


Cd “T was there about five years ago and the 

ie. standard was woeful. Australia is much 
stronger.” 

Asked about the Wollongong 

* = metamorphosis, the 24 year old cites coach 


Nick T (Theodorakopoulos) as the prime- 

mover: “He knows and looks for players 
that can apply themselves to the style that he is after, so he has recruited well and 
he is a winner, A real thinker, a motivator. 

“Plus we have great fans, Definitely multicultural, they come together and 
really support us, gee the noise they can make.” 

Yet with this comes the pressure, as Ceccoli freely admits. 

“Yeah, clubs know us more know, and the our top players are under more 
pressure to perform this year, but I still think with the lethal strikeforce of Brooks, 
Salapasidis, Chipperfield and Fijian Esala’ Masi (another Wolves player in the 
Oceania tournament), we can make the finals once more. 

“Overseas is where I want to be after this season, then I can retire and live in 
Monaco at the end of my career!” 

Monaco? Sounds right up the alley of the new Wolves — elegant and very 
exciting. 


Stepping out ... new Socceroo Alvin Ceccoli 


————— 


Reedswain 
Australia 


LATEST 
Soccer coaching books, video and CD Roms. 
Holland, Brazil, Italy, Germany. 
Register with Reedswain for a 


FREE colour Brochure. 
Ring 


(02) 9584 22 


CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE ON: 
www.reedswain.com.au 
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MOUNT PRITCHARD 
FEDERATION 


SOCCER CLUB 


Applications are invited from suitably qualified coaches for the 


4999 season to coach: 


Division Two State League 
1st Grade, Under 21, Under 18 
Division Two Youth League 
Under 13, Under 14, Under 15, Under 16 


Interested applicants should apply in writing no 
later than October 5, 1998 to: 


The Secretary 


Mt Pritchard Federation Soccer Club 


101 Meadows Road, 


MOUNT PRITCHARD NSW 2170 
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THE SOCCEROOS 
The Original 20-man squad 


Jason Petkovic Adelaide City 
Michael Petkovic South Melbourne 
Milan Ivanovic Adelaide City 
Simon Colosimo Carlton SC 

Alex Tobin Adelaide City 
Dominic Longo Marconi Fairfield 
Mark Babic Marconi Fairfield 
Robert Trajkovski Perth Glory 
Goran Lozanovski South Melbourne 
Robbie Slater Northern Spirit 
Kasey Wehrman Brisbane Strikers (below) 


Emie Tapai Perth Glory 

Brad Maloney Marconi Fairfield 
Fausto De Amicis South Melbourne 
Alvin Ceccoli Wollongong Wolves 
Paul Trimboli South Melbourne 
Troy Halpin Perth Glory 
Damian Mori Adelaide City 

Kris Trajanovski Marconi Fairfield 
Carl Veart Adelaide City 


Stand-by 

Danny Milosevic Perth Glory 

Glenn Gwynne Brisbane Strikers 
Matthew Horsley Wollongong Wolves 
Scott Chipperfield Wollongong Wolves 


Please note that Northern Spirit's Robbie 


Slater pulled out of the Australian squad last 


week, due to personal reasons, and 


Wollongong Wolves attacking midfielder Scott 


Chipperfield was drafted in as his replacement. 


Gladesville-Hornsby 
{ itt Football Association 
i 


O99 Season 
TRIGLS 


Held at 


Christie Park 


Christie Rd, North Ryde 
(OFF M2 MOTORWAY) 
11s 
Monday 12th, 19th, 26th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/14s 
Tuesday 13th, 20th, 27th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/12s 
Wednesday 14th, 2st, 28th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/15s 
Thursday 15th, 22nd, 29th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/16s 
Friday 16th, 23rd, 30th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm. 
U13s 
Saturday 17th, 24th, 31st Oct 3.00, 5.00pm 
%* Please be punctual and have gear 
organised. 
%* We are the most progressive Youth 
League club in NSW. 
%* We can help take you to the top. 
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‘*Kick-off times subject to change. 
Competition Format 


Semi-Final 2 
Rest Day 
Thlrd/Fourth Place 

Finat 


‘Six teams will be grouped into two groups (A&B) of three for the preliminary round robin 
competition. The top two teams of each group will advance to play cross.over seml- 
finals followed by third/fourth place and final games. 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD STALLIONS 


COACHING CLINICS 
“Camps Stallions” 


he first Marconi Fairfield Stallions 

Soccer Coaching Clinic under new 
head coach, Frank Farina, will kick-off on 
Tuesday 29th September at the Marconi 
Stadium complex at Bossley Park. 

Children from all over the South 
Western suburbs of Sydney have been 
flocking to the magnificent set up at 
Marconi Stadium for the past three years 
to be granted professional coaching from 
some of the best in the business. 

The clinic's coaching program is now 
overseen by former Marconi and Socceroo 
legend, Frank Farina who is now the Head 
Coach of Marconi’s Football operations. 
Among the other coaches offering their 
wisdom to the children next week will be 
Socceroos Kris Trajanoyski and Dominic 
Longo, flashy Stallion favourites Vlado 
Zoric and Sean Babic, Young Socceroos 
Christian Care and Danny Invincible 
PLUS a host of many other players from 
the Marconi Fairfield stable. 

Marconi Head Coach Frank Farina typi- 
cally sums up the notion behind these clin- 
ics. 

“T have a firm belief that children must 
first learn to enjoy the game. From there 
the technical aspects are taught and good 
values harnessed, They will be shown how 
to pass, cross and shoot the proper way 
and the important techniques in skills 
training.” Farina adds “...and who 
knows, we may even spot another rising 
talent for future Socceroo glory.” 


Many parents have contacted the 
Marconi Football over the off season 
inquiring about the next clinic, such is 
their growing popularity. Marconi 
Assistant Football Manager, Ross Musso, 
sums up the appeal. 

“We approach all our Marconi 
Coaching Clinics with a plan targeting 
quality and value for money. The most 
pleasing aspect for me personally was the 
questionnaires returned from some of the 
parents of children that participated at our 
last clinic. Many were accompanied by 
unsolicited letters that proved our original 
objective was achieved.” 

Certainly priced at a competitive $100 
per child, The Marconi Fairfield Coaching 
Clinic offers: 


* 9 Hours of top quality coaching * a | 
branded “Camp Stallions” T’Shirt * | 


Uhlsport Soccer Ball * 1998/99 Marconi 
Stadium Season Pass * 1998/99 Marconi 
Squad Poster * 3 glossy ‘Soccer 
International’ Magazines * Stallions 
Supporters Cap * Autographed Photo from 
your coach and other Marconi stars in 
attendance * Free ‘Snickers’ energy bar 
and Powerade every day of the clinic ... 


PLUS an end of clinic report card on your | 


progress. 

The place is Marconi Stadium in the 
first week of the September/October 
School Holidays from 9am to 12n00n 
Tuesday 29th September through to 
Thursday Ist October, 1998. 


BRESCIA CUP WON 
BY MARCONI 


EY ONT ECOOOS 


‘arconi last Saturday night at home regained the 
pre-season annual ‘Brescia Cup’ when they 
defeated Wollongong City 4-2 on a penalty 
shoot-out after the scoreline was locked at 1-1. 

It-was left to Marconi’s newly signed ‘screener’ from Sydney 
United, Marcus Phillips, to hit the winner in the shoot-out after 
Wollongong’s duo of Saso Petrovski and Sasha Dimoski failed 
with their efforts from the spot. 

Marconi in the 23rd minute was reduced to nine field players 
when referee Brad Mackay sent off central marker Mike Smith 
for a second yellow card offence, when he retaliated to foul 
Sasha Dimoski, 

Coach Frank Farina was forced to switch his defence to play 
with a flat four and leave captain Francis Awaritefe at the other 
end as a lone striker. 

A severely depleted Marconi took the pitch minus four of 
their top players, absent on national duties with Raul Blanco’s 
Brisbane camp for the coming Nations Cup tournament. Missing 
were twin stoppers Mark Babic, Dominic Longo, midfielder 
Brad Maloney and striker Kris Trajanovski. 

Marconi’s coach Frank Farina was thus forced to use no less 
than seven youngsters. 

It must be noted that Wollongong City as well had two of 
their top stars out with national duty, and took the field minus 
their highly mobile left midfielder Scott Chipperfield and tena- 
cious goalscoring defender Alvin Ceccoli. However the latter's 
replacement, Chad Bishop, had an excellent match, 

Tt was Wollongong, who last year beat Marconi 0-3 to win the 
Brescia Cup, that drew first blood one minute from halftime 
through ‘screener’ Sasha Dimoski, 

Gathering possession 40 metres out Dimoski raided to blast a 
low left footed drive that clipped a defender to lob over the 
advanced goalkeeper Ante Covic and sail into the target. 

Both sides performed sluggishly in the first session with very 
few serious shots fired at the target. 

Marconi in the first ten minutes after half-time made three 
quick substitutions, bringing on youngsters Buddy Farah, Chad 
Gibson and Luke Tomich and later Mauro Van Cylenberg. With 
so many changes and so many youngsters coming on, it was 
understandable that Marconi lost much fluency as Wollongong 
‘started to assert its authority in the midfield. 

Still trailing 0-1 and with 20 minutes to go, it was left to 
Marconi’s fabulous South Korean international Peun Kim to 
engineer from the right a lovely pass to allow 18 year old striker 
Luke Tomich to “balance the books’ and force the match and 
Cup to be decided through a penalty shoot-out. 

Best performers for Wollongong were central midfielder 
Anthony Surjan, left defender Chad Bishop and striker Saso 
Petrovski, whilst for the Cup victors they were best served 
through central midfielder Christian Care and left wingback 
Brendan Renaud. 

Frank Farina, Marconi's coach, later reflected “The red card 
we copped on Smithy was a fair decision for two fouls, but with 
ten men after just 23 minutes, it was always going to be difficult 
for us. It was a good goal by Luke (Tomich) even though it was 
assisted in by a deflection. 

“Francis (Awaritefe) battled hard upfront on his own and 
some of the young guys did exceptionally well I felt. Now over 
the next 14 days We have more matches against Sydney United 
followed by Adelaide City,” concluded Farina. 


‘SOCCER FAR 


Marcus Phillips ... Stallions’ winner. 


Meanwhile Wollongong City's. coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, was not too pleased, stating: “They 
(Marconi) were lucky to score their goal, and we had pushed up 
three strikers to kill them off but just couldn't penetrate them. 

“We haye some good depth and have many players to come 
back into the side, but overall we were sound,” 

Marconi: Covic: Ucchino (Farah 46th) , Kim (Tomasevic 
80th), Smith: Invincible (Van Cylenberg 70th), Care, Phillips, 
Zoric (Tomich 57th), Renaud, Awaritefe, Bruni (Gibson 46th). 

Wollongong City: Pogliacomi: Langon, Stanton, Sinozic, 
Bishop: Horsley, Surjan, Dimoski, Spencer: Brooks (Huxley 
80th), Petrovs 

Red Card: Smith (Marconi 23rd). - 

Scorers: Marconi—Tomich (70th), Wollongong City— 
Dimoski (44th) 

Referee: B.Mackay, 


NORTH COAST BOOMING 


joccer Far North Coast completed its 50th year of organ- 

‘ised football with grand finals over three weekends, cul- 
minating in the Premier Division battle between Richmond 
Rovers and Goonellabah last Saturday evening. 

Rovers took out their second major premiership in three years 
in a heart-stopping shootout after the score was nil-all at the 
completion of normal and extra-time at Lismore’s Oakes Oval, 

Both sides created many chances, but Goonellabah and 
Rovers’ defences stood firm with both goalkeeper pulling off 
some great saves. 

In the penalty shoot-out Rovers were successful with all four 
attempts while Goonellabah captain, Paul Kirkland’s final shot. 

Tn the Premier Reserve Division, Goonellabah took out the 
‘grand final with a 3-0 win over a determined young team from 


| Lismore Stars. 


Woes Soccer is booming on the North Coast, with big 
increases in playing numbers in the weekend competition 
and even in the schools, 

The Soccer Far North Women’s First Division grand final was 
played two weeks ago at Bangalow, when Oakes Oval was not 
available due to wet weather, 

Lismore Thistles defeated Naclean in extra-time in a game. 
highlighted by great skill and fast soccer, 

The Second Division grand final went to Tintentbar-East 
Ballina in a penalty shoot-out with Byron Bay, a team which was 
undefeated all season. 
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ecently on these pages I tried to 
soothe the nerves of Manchester 
United fans alarmed by the Rupert 
urdoch take-over bid by saying 
they have no need to worry, 

After all Murdoch just wants a good Man 
United because that is good for business. But in 
the last few days a rumour has emerged that 
might make me change my mind and indeed put 
me on the alarmed list. 

The rumour was that Murdoch’s television 
company BskyB, which will own United if the 
bid goes through, has made an approach for the 
brilliant young Japanese player Tadeyoshi 
Nakata, now with Perugia in Italy, for a transfer 
to Untied without the club itself, much less its 
manager Alex Ferguson even knowing about it. 


The company has denied the rumour but it 
remains a very ugly rumour indeed. If you’re in 
favour of the Murdoch takeover you might be 
tempted to ask, what is wrong with the owners 
of the club wanting to sign a perfectly talented, 
highly marketable player? 

Well that depends on why the player was 
signed, What is worrying about this rumour is 
that, if it is true, Murdoch did it because he 
wants to cultivate Japanese viewers and 
Japanese business in one of his Far East televi- 
sion operations, 

And it makes sound business sense. People in 
Asia are crazy about the English Premier 
League which has cult status in this region, 
Nakata playing in the Premier, and for Man 
United to boot, would cause a sensation in 
Japan. Viewers would flock to watch him play 
for the Red Devils and the millions spent on his 
transfer would be easily recouped with a mas- 
sive profit. 

And it would not be the first time marketing 
considerations have been the reason for signing 
a player. Like when the Brazilian Socrates was 


SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER wth 


signed by Fiorentina only to flop and to be sent 
home six months later but with the club $15 
million richer in season ticket sales for having 
signed him. 

Or when Ian Rush was signed by Juventus 
without the coach being told first. 

But this rumour has a different smell to it. To 
sign a player to fatten your television audience 
in some far flung corner of the world is very 
different to, say, Fiorentina signing Socrates. 
When Socrates was signed he was a global 
superstar, 

To sign him warmed the cockles of the hearts 
of the Fiorentina fans. 

They rallied and happily paid the increased 
ticket prices to cover his wages and transfer fee. 
The Socrates name was constantly in the media, 
generating even more income. Having a top gun 
like him contributed to the self esteem of the 
club, its supporters and the city of Florence it 
represented. 

But Nakata? Who’s he? Chances are most 
Manchester United fans have never even heard 
of him. And when they find out he was not 
signed to improve the successes of Man United 
but to appease some global business strategy of 
a media magnate, they will get very angry and 
resentful. And that, long term, can lead to the 


club’s demise. Which is not good business. 

What makes football as a business different 
to other businesses is that to be successful at the 
business it’s not enoygh to know a lot of about 
business. You also have to know a fair bit about 
football. Not in a technical sense but in a social 
and cultural sense. 


Rupert Murdoch. 


You have to know what it is that made the 
club so popular and attractive in the first place. 


BREAKERS V SPIRIT 
AT SPEERS POINT 


By John Economos 


ee Sterrey, the Newcastle Breakers’ rookie coach 

for the coming new season of the Ericsson Cup, will 

parade his rebuilt team of young stars against the 

visiting Northern Spirit in a promotional hit-out at 
Macquarie Fields at Speers Point this Saturday night. 

The always energetic Sterrey who this season kicks off his 


| first coaching position in the National League, stated to ABSW 


What are those intangibles which has tumed it | 


into such a thing of global popularity. 
It could be the club’s aristocratic history, its 


traditional style of play, the sympathy generated | 


by an air disaster, the legends that have once 
played for it, event he colour of its strips. Many 
things and the combination of all of them. 

What, for instance is the magic halo that still 
surrounds the great Real Madrid? Mostly that it 
won five European Cups in a row, in that ele- 
gant all white strip, with living legends like Di 
Stefano, Puskas and Gento playing for it, 

My advice to Murdoch is to gather some 
advisors from the football world around him 
before embarking on potentially disastrous 
business strategies. It’s not that Murdoch 
doesn’t care about football, or of Manchester 
United, that worries me. It is that he knows 
nothing about football or about what it is that 
makes the club great. 


If he doesn’t he runs the risk of killing the | 


goose that is laying the golden egg. Which 
might not worry him because he will bounce 
back and make up his losses somewhere else. 

But it ought to worry us and Manchester 
United and its fans. For they surely won't 
Tecover. 


MAIN GAME 7PM KICK-OFF 
YOUTH LEAGUE 5PM KICK-OFF 


MACQUARIE FIELDS 


SPEERS POINT 


SEE THE NEW-LOOK BREAKERS. 
STAR PLAYERS ON SHOW AND 


Lee Sterrey 


John Buonavoglia 


HEAPS OF TOP-CLASS ACTION 


last night: 

“We're a bit excited with what is happening up here at 
Newcastle, 

“T've brought in quiet a few new players, many of them 
young, to help in rebuilding our squad. 

“Big Bobby Catlin in goals will add very much needed expe- 
rience whilst Johnny Buonavoglia simultaneously will add much 
mobility to the side.” 

During the off season, Sterrey was able to also entice 
Adelaide Sharks’ striker Andrew Borghetto to join Newcastle to 
jarpen his attack-line, 

“We have been able to entice excellent defender Andy 
Roberts to return to Newcastle, 

“His experience al the back will greatly stiffen our backline. 

“Last week we played Marconi, and although they beat us 
0-2, I was pleased with some of the things I saw, even though 
we didn’t have a full strength side on the pitch, 

“I'm also looking forward to doing battle with my old mate 
Graham Amold on Saturday, and I’m very sure he will give us a 
Teal testing out,” promised Sterrey. 

Amold was at Sydney United and played with Sterrey before 
he embarked on a full-time career in Europe 

The Newcastle side is expected to be captained by Shayne 
Pryce. 

Newcastle fans will have their first opportunity to see the 
National League's newest addition when the star-studded Spirit 
journeys up to Speers Point this Saturday night. 

On display the Spirit is expected to have their full side, 
including ex-Premier League star Robbie Slater, who, despite 
not playing for the Socceroos will be available for this game. 

A highlight of the evening will be the return of former 
Novocastrian and most lethal striker, Clayton Zane, 

The giant and highly skilled Olympic Games goal-ace Zane is 
sure to give Andy Roberts and his co defenders a real working 
out, 

A special feature of the match will be seeing the ‘Spirits for- 
mer England pro Ian Crook/playing at sweeper. 

In friendly games so-far, Crook has stood out as a great 
organiser of the ‘Spirit back line as well as a fabulous distribu- 
tor. 

Other stars on display will be playmaker Kresimir Marusic, 
fiery midfield ball-winner Paul Bilokapic, lanky co defenders 
Luke Casserly and Mark Rudan plus the brilliant and greatly 
underrated flank midfielder, Troy Cranney,, 


i 
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Clayton Zane Graham Arnold 


Australian Features 


THE BLUES BROTHERS OF OLYMPIC... 
ON A MISSION FROM BRANKO 


Much has been said abou the ‘new’ Sydney Olympic, with its revitalised admin structure, its debts paid and monies invested in players, coaches and an academy. So Soccer Weekly's 
Aidan Ormond went out to investigate, and found a new spirit among the players, exemplified by their two new signings, Pablo Cardozo and Adem Poric.... 


JOKER IN THE PACK THE STRIKER WHO CAME 
IN FROM THE COLD 


ustralia, please meet Adem Poric: 

Ask him a question and you are 

guaranteed a response full of life and 
passion, and humour, If he played any other 
code of football he’d be a media star in 
Australia, He’s that sort of guy. 

According to the other Blues Brothers, the 
25-year-old trains like a demon, and plays like 
it t00. You don’t play in England for six years 
with Sheffield Wednesday for nothing. He is 
also part of a welcome trend of Aussies abroad 
lured back by a professional set-up, such as the 
‘one at Sydney Olympic. 

What's more, Poric believes 
this will finally be the year for 
the club's many, but usually 
disappointed, fans by the 


end of the summer, 
New season: 
“We're pretty 


confident, we are 
looking to win it 
We've bought well 
and there are good 
players from last 
year so all-round 
it’s a strong squad 
capable of giving the 
supporters what they 
want, We will be up 
there when it matters, if 
not in the top two then in 
the top six,” 


Training in comparison to 
England; Grass on the training 
ground! Probably not as intense but its still 
pretty good. We've been up and down the sand 
hills at Milperra.” 


Who to watch out for at Olympic this 
year: “Emo (Brett Emerton) will do well, ‘as 
will Peter Tsekenis, young Jason (Culina) 
when he’s fit. Ante Juric, Norman Tome are 
going to be very useful and Elias (Augerinos) 
is playing really well.” 


Branko Culina (Sydney Olympic’s coach: 
“He's good, he knows his football. It’s a big 
season, there is a lot of pressure both on him 
and his players but we are thriving on the 
pressure, He's big enough to come through it 
and lead us very well.” 


Pre-season: Injuries at the moment. Pre- 
season, at the beach and we are at Milperra 


training. We are going to be one of the fittest | 


teams in the league. You won't see it early on 

but as the season progresses we will be 
the ones who, with our superior 
fitness, will do well.” 


Northern Spirit in the 
opener on October 9 at 
North Sydney Oval: 

“Well we are really 
looking forward to it, 
it’s a Friday night, 
which is a great night 
for football and 
Olympic are looking 
to give them a good 
kicking.” 


Future: Looking 
forward to making the 
national team at some 
stage. Probably will go 
back to Europe at some 
stage but really this season I 
just want to concentrate and 
win something for the club. 


Poric could count himself unlucky that he 
was not picked for the national team for this 
week’s Oceania Confed Cup qualifiers. He 
has the experience of six years at Sheff Wed, 
plus spells at Notts County and Southend, 

Somehow you get the feeling that 
Olympic’s joker in the pack might have the 
last laugh. 


CHEEKY OLYMPIC 


FAN 


Requests for photos of Adam 
Ciantar (left) have been forwarded 
to Soccer Weekly by a fan who 
wishes to remain annonymous, She 
does however claim to have an 
Adam Ciantar tattoo on her 


backside! Now that is devotion to 


the cause. 


Anyone wanting to start the 
Australian branch of the official 
Adam Ciantar Fan Club can 
contact Soccer Weekly and we will 
pass it on. 


Austria. His swarthy South American looks are perfect 
for a summer in Bondi, but as he readily admits, he 
| missed home, and yes, he was training in snow and it was 
freezing. Cardozo has returned to Australia after a brief 
spell with Rapid Vienna, and is very excited about the new 
eraat his club Sydney Olympic. 
“It was a valuable experience with such big club like Rapid 
Vienna, it was really cold, otherwise it was great. The standard 
compares similarly to Germany, but it was more physical. 


I: hard to imagine Pablo Cardozo in a country like 


Adem Poric (left) and Pablo Cardozo go 


he yp UN 


it. 

As for team harmony, it sounds like it’s a happy dressing 
room, which suits Cardozo, 

“Adem is a bit of a character, there is team harmony and 
everyone gets on well. We were in the Blue Mountains last 
weekend, just getting to know each other and playing golf, which 
was great, particularly as we have new players, such as ex-Man 
City, Oldham and Ipswich midfielder Mark Brennan, who is a 
class player and has played over 370 premier and first division 
games. He also represented England at Youth and U/21 level.” 


for a spin in Soccer Weekly's Merc edes 


with our ‘social affairs correspondents ‘Soccer Spice’. 


“This one time a group of Aussie tourists found out that.I and 

Joe Spiteri (Sturm Graz) were playing and so all game they 
| waved the Australian flags, 
| “Tt was difficult living there. If Australia could pay full- 
| timers then the Aussies would certainly stay. Overall it was 
| great in Austria, though.” 
| Cardozo had a successful season in Adelaide last. year, and the 

stint had a strong affect on the 25-year-old, 

“Moving to Adelaide some years ago was the best thing T ever 
| did. I would not discount moving back there. Adelaide is a great 
city, especially the girls!” 

As for the present he is literally raring to go for the new 
Sydney Olympic, and he is revelling in the environment of a 
| professional club. 

“Full-time at Olympic is great. Twice a day we train so we are 
very fit — we will be hard to beat, Top six? I reckon we can do 


_ OLYMPIC PLAYERS AUCTIONED OFF 
AT WATERS EDGE RESTAURANT 


The Sydney Olympic 
season launch has caused a 
storm, mainly because 
Olympic players will be 
auctioned off. 

According to the club's 
new media officer, Dave 
Cooper (pictured left with 
Adem and ‘Pabs’) ‘the 


sponsor who buys the 
player that wins the end of 
seson Club Player of the 
Year, will receive half the 
total cash that was created 
by the auction. Plus the new 
strip will be unveiled,’ 

For $65 it includes food 
and drink entertainment 


inclusion of the players will and the players of course 

see one lucky person win a will be available, so call the 

truckload of cash,’ club as no tickets will be 
‘Under this unique — sold on the door,’ he said. 


concept, the person or 
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Australian Features 
SOUTH COAST'S KING OF SOCCER 


s part of Soccer Weekly’s build-up to the new Ericsson Cup season, 
Rebecca Stanton talks with Wollongong’s captain Matt Horsley 


‘hat do you do when you get to 
training and you realise you’ve 
only brought two left boots? Do 
try to explain to the coach that 
you can’t tell your left from your right? Or do 
you try enthusiastically to convince the team 
that you play better bare foot? 
Well according to Wollongong’s idol and 
captain, Matt Horsley you just grin and bare it. 
“When I was 17 and first trying to make it in 
first grade, I accidentally brought two leftboots to 
training, but I didn’t tell the coach I couldn’t train 
because I was only young and I wanted to make a 
good impression,” recalls an embarrassed Horsley. 
The Wolves skipper, 26, born and bred at 
Wollongong has been nothing but faithful to the 
Wolves. Even after tempting offers from other 
prominent clubs, he still chooses to stay where his 
heart lies. . 
“Wollongong have looked after me and I can 
see in the years to come they’re going to be a great 
team to play for. I’ve seen the transition over the 
last four to five years, we're definitely getting 
better and better and I don’t want to look back and 
say I wish I'd stayed,” Horsley commented. 


According to him even when he started his 
soccer career at the early age of five, he had high 
hopes of playing for Wollongong. And now going 
into his fifth season as captain all he can say is it’s 
his childhood dream come true, 

Horsley laughs as he remembers some of the 
comments made by other Wolves team mates, they 
say that the only reason why he’s captain is 
because he’s good at two-up and he can toss the 
coin extremely well. But Matt assures us he 
doesn’t win many tosses. 

“I’m very proud to be captain, especially being 
a local boy when you run out on the field it’s just a 
special feeling that no-one else can feel,” he says. 

He also assures us that Wollongong is very 
much a family club, where families come along 
with their kids not just to watch soccer, but to 
enjoy the fun and entertaining atmosphere. 


.» “being a local boy, when you run out on the 
park it’s just a special feeling.” 

“The supporters get behind us 100 per cent, 
singing and chanting as loud as they can and I 
guess that’s what soccer is all about, putting a 
show on for the fans,” 

Wollongong players have tended to discuss and 
agree that if Matt plays well, then so does the 
team, but modestly he tends to disagree. 


seat 2 
“A couple of years ago I felt like I had to play 
well consistently to try and lift the team, but 
recently with the quality players Nick's brought to 
the club that’s not the case.” 

Unfortunately last season’s match against 
Canberra Cosmos continues to haunt him even 
though the Wolves won 8-0. As he remembers it 
was the nightmare game that every player dreads, 
where you can’t even pass the ball 
straight. After only ten minutes into 
the game he was ready to put his 
hand up to come off. He said 
thankfully there’s a lot of individual 
players now that step up and take 
control of the situation. 

“Matt leads by example, he’s 
probably the most inspirational 


captain I’ ye played with. He runs 
and tackles and gets right in 
there, he has the ability to get 
other players going, he definitely 
spurs them on,” notes 
Wollongong defender, Robbie 
Stanton. 

Horsley loves very much the. 
“family affair” both at soccer and 
at home. He’s thankful that 
there's no fighting amongst the 
team and said the guys are a great 
bunch of blokes, it’s a pleasure to 
come to training and have a laugh 
and joke with the fellas. 

He assures us he doesn’t have 
the greatest skills but comments 
he makes up for it in speed and 
fitness and he’s happy knowing 
that at least he can run for 90 
minutes and put his opponent 
under pressure (he is currently on 
standby for the Socceroos). 

“Tf I have my natural fitness. 1 
know I can compete with players 
that might be technically correct 
but towards the end of the-game 
they often fatigue, then I can 
sneak in for the xill.” 


Matt Horsley... King of the kids. 


According to Deborah Horsley, Matt's wife, he 
is a great and active dad and known in 
Wollongong as “king of the kids”, where over the 
years he’s taken the time out to get know his 
younger fans. 

“He’s quite happy to sit down and sign 
autographs for two hours, he even knows 
children’s names he met a few years ago and just 
calling them by their first name makes these 


good at promoting himself and the club and he 
loves what he does. It shows when he plays, he 
runs for the full 90 minutes, he’s fit and he lives 
for Wollongong,” concludes wife Deborah. 

Soccer Weekly predicts that before he retires, 
Horsley will be holding up the Ericsson Cup as a 
Grand Final winner. Then he really will be King of 
the South Coast, and there is nobody who deserves 
it more than Matt Horsley. 


children think ‘wow, Matt Horsley is my 
friend’, but it didn’t come straight away, 
over the years he really worked at it,” said 
Deborah. 

Matt Horsley plans to finish his soccer 
career with Wollongong in a few years. He 
agrees that soccer has given him a lot so he 
hopes to give it back to the kids of region. 
Maybe through coaching so they can 
develop and one day represent Wollongong 
too. 
“He is local, loyal to the club and his very 
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Super Youth League Trials 


October 10, 1998 


CROATIA PARK 
Gipps St, Werrington 
Off Werrington Rd 


U13s 9am, U14s 10.30am, U15s 12pm, U16s 1.30pm 
All players must attend half an hour prior to trials 


For more information contact 


John Jedinak 0418 865 357 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co 


© 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 
Tel: (02) 9552 6288 
(02) 9660 7349 
Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN 
: (02) 9793 8788 
Fax: (02) 9783 9033 


© ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

© 1st Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 
BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 9388 0222 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


ABSW 


SEPTEMBER 22 


Australian News 


HAMILTON RULE INNNSW ARDONE AT 


NBN League (First Division) 
Grand Final 


First Grade: Hamilton Olympic 2 (David Fahey 18m, 
Fouad Umlil 34m) beat Broadmeadow Magic 1 (Andrew 
Tonks 27m), 

Crowd: 2403 at Breakers Stadium 

Referee: Rob Davies 


‘amilton went to the lead 1-0 18 minutes into the first 
grade NBN Soccer League grand final at Breakers 
Stadium on Sunday, 

Breakers recent signing, Adam Sanderson pushed a well 
timed through ball that David Fahey ran onto on the right side of 
the penalty area to chip Broadmeadow ‘keeper Darren Moore. 

Broadmeadow worked their way back into match nine 
minutes later when Graham Kaiser found space down the left 
flank, crossed into the penalty area for Andrew Tonks to slam 
the ball into the back of the net. 

Seven minutes later, Hamilton were back in the lead after 
Trent Austin curled his corer for the rising Fouad Umlil to head 
home. 

Hamilton Jead 2-1 at half-time. 

The second half started at break neck speed but then slowed 
as both teams tired on the wet track, 

With both coaches using their bench to the maximum and 
Broadmeadow searching for the equaliser the match was end to 
end with many chances, 

The Dave Williams medal winner, David Fahey of Hamilton 
Olympic producing two outstanding plays, along with many 
bustling runs throughout the match, in the last 20 minutes. 

On the 70 minute mark, Fahey struck a left foot shot from 20 
metres out that went just wide of the posts but on the stroke of 
full-time his run into the penalty area and his pass to fellow 
striker Rob Mooney was electric. 

Mooney’s shot rebounding of the post and the final whistle 
blew for an entertaining grand final in front of over 2400 fans. 

“Very disappointing, but I think the best team won on the 
day,” said Broadmeadow coach Richard Hartley. 

“T thought we really stuck it to them in the 
disappointing part for me is clawing our way back in to get back 
to one all, and then give it away from a corner when we are 
strong in the air, that’s sad, “Full credit to Olympic but who do 
we play in the first game next year,” 

‘The first grade gave Hamilton Olympic two wins and one 
loss from the three matches. 

“T thought we in it all the time even when they got back to 
one all,” said Greg Smith, Hamilton Olympic coach. “David 
Fahey is a known mud runner and he did a good job for us 
today, he is deserved of the Dave Williams medal.” 

Northern NSW Soccer Federation Manager of Coaching 
and Development awarded the Dave Williams Medal to 
David Fahey for an outstanding game where he never gave 
up in a match that was dominated by the mid-field and 
defenders. 

“J thought David Fahey had a good game and never 
stopped,” said Ken Kaiser. 


Reserve Grade 


Hamilton Olympic (Cory Filipceyic 5im)1 (4) beat 
Edgeworth Eagles (David Beortje 53m) 1 (3) on penalties. 


he Edgeworth Eagles should have led 1-0 after 16 
minutes in the Reserve Grade Grand Final of the NBN 
Soccer League at Breakers Stadium, 

Gabriel Certa shot from the edge of the six yard box only 
to have his shot parried around the post by Hamilton ‘keeper 
Fernando D’ Accoine. 

A Stuart McAteer corner found Certa’s head only for the 
keeper to punch away. 

‘The match was end to end until eleven minutes into the 
second half when Hamilton went one up. 

Cory Filipcevic scissors kick finding the net from close 
range. Two minutes later Certa crossed for David Boertje to 
equalise. 

‘The match was locked a | all at the end of regulation time, 
then went to penalty shoot-out with Premiers Hamilton 
taking the spoils 4-3, 

‘Full credit to Hamilton, they were slightly better on the 
day,’ said Robert Virgili, Edgeworth Eagles coach. ‘We have 
a few games on penalties so far this year so I suppose it was 
about time to lose one, only trouble it was the grand final.’ 

Hamilton’s win will be relayed overseas to mentor Alex 
Tagaroulias who is working in Europe. 

“That was a good win, there wasn’t much in it, the guys 
have played well all year,’ said Hamilton Team Manager, 
Paul Clarke. “Premiers and Grand Final winners not a bad 
season, Alex will be over the moon.” 


Youth Grade 


‘Easts’ Maitland (Eugenio Cifrian 2m) beat Hamilton 
Olympic 0. 


second minute of the Youth Grade NBN Soccer 
‘League Grand Final at Breakers Stadium when 
Eugenio Cifrian scored. 

Cifrian was on hand in the penalty area to score off a well 
waited cross from Striker, Ryan Caldwell. 

Caldwell had found space for himself on the right side of the 
goal mouth and crossed for an unmarked Cifrian to beat the 
Hamilton Olympic ‘keeper, Martin Smith. 

The rest of the first half was an end to end affair with both 
Hamilton and Maitland having chances on goal. 


E= Maitland stunned Hamilton Olympic in the 


Half-time score was 1-0 to ‘Easts’ Maitland. 

The second half was much of the same with Maitland hanging 
‘onto their win. 

“We have lost only one game in the last 16, but that was a 
great win today,’ said Steve Piggott, coach of ‘Easts’ Maitland. 
"Nine of this squad have played reserve grade and three have 
played first grade which demonstrates that they can play and 
have got ability and will go forward from here. 

Some of these guys will play first grade next year. We have a 
big area in Maitland to draw from and over the past two seasons 
the number of youth players in the club has grown, Our 15’s and 
16's made the semi-finals in the Federation Youth League and 
that augers well for the future of Maitland.” 


Women’s State League Grand Finals 


First Grade: Northern NSW 2 (Tracey Oldham 3m, Kristy 
Palozzi 10m) beat NSW 1 

Reserve Grade: Northern NSW 1 (Katie GILL) [4] beat 
Sutherland 1 [3] on penalties 


Nise: NSW won both Soccer NSW Women’s State 


League (First Division) Grand Finals on Sunday at 
Lynwood Park. 

Northern NSW and NSW are traditionally arch rivals and with 
NSW having the advantage ‘over Northern, to this point, the win 
was very sweet for Coach Mark Jones and his troops. 

“The wins in both grades today shows that our programs, 
especially at the academy level, are working,” said Jones. 

“To win both grades is a just reward for the squads, my 
assistant coaches, Bruce Tracey and Renaye Iserief and the 
Federation, To take these programs as we have to the grass roots 
has been vindicated by the results today and throughout the 
season. 

“We played reserve grade all season with an under-16 side 
and that shows the program is healthy, both teams have played 
well all season and today were very polished.” 

Northern NSW went toa 2-0 lead after ten minutes in the first 
grade match after Tracey Oldham scored in the third minute and 
Kristy Palozzi scoring seven minutes later. 

NSW scored with about ten minutes to go but the Northern 
NSW team defended well and ensured they protected their win 
and the trophy. 

First Grade Squad: Rebecca Perret, Joanne Powell, Karen 
Dickinson, Kristy Dugomanov, Trudy Diamond, Jodie Randall, 
Lisa Richards, Rachael Alley, Tracey Oldham, Tracy Baker, 
Kristy Palozzi, Naomi James, Julie King, Bronwyn Nutley, 
Amber Neilson, Katie Gill, Aimie Neilson. 

The reserve grade squad were locked up one all at the end of 
regulation and extra-time and ran out 4-3 winners over 
‘Sutherland in the penalty shoot-out. 

Katie Gill was Northern’s scorer in the first half. 

Reserve Grade Squad: Rebecca Perret, Lorissa Stevens, 
Keirin Duncan, Amy Scott, Tara McMinn, Julie King, Amber, 
Neilson, Bronwyn Nutley, Marnie Scevak, Katie Gill, Aimie 
Neilson, Amy Baldwin, Gabrielle Barrance. 


SYDNEY UTD 


By Aidan Ormond 


impressive pre-season form with a win 
on the weekend over top NSW Super 
League side Macarthur Rams. 

They won 3-1 with goals coming from 
defender Richard Plesa, newcomer Drew 
Laurence and Joe Caleta. 

Yes, folks, after some time overseas Big Joe 
is back and according to the club, the former 
Olympic striker is playing better than ever, 

Caleta joins Young Socceroo Mile 
Sterjovski and Adelaide Sharks’ Nathan Day in 
what looks like a very useful forward line, 
particularly if David Mitchell is back fit again. 

Also playing for the Pumas was ex-Sydney 
Olympic and Heidelberg midfielder Walter 
Ardone, The skilful linkman had a useful game 
against Macarthur and the club are looking 
forward to a great season from one of the 
game’s most entertaining players. 

Off the field and the club is gearing up for a 
successful year, starting with its return to 
Edensor Park, United have agreed to comply to 
Soccer Australia criteria regarding their 
facilities and all is on track in that area, 
according to the club. Sydney United play 
Marconi this Saturday at Marconi is a charity 
game, 


Sa United have continued their 


Walter Ardone... a shrewd buy 
for the Pumas. 


Meanwhile, Richard Kreider in Perth reports 
that Perth Glory will travel 350k north of the 
city to play Carlton this weekend. 

The friendly is being played in Geralton, 


BILL TURNER CUP 


'n the most evenly contested final series 

for many years in the Bill Turner Cup, 

Westfields Sports High emerged as 

winners for the second year running 
when they pipped Delroy High, Dubbo with 
a 2-1 golden goal classic played at Breakers 
Stadium, Newcastle, 

It was not only the final that caught 
everyone’s attention. All four matches were 
filled with great moments, sheer brilliance and 
excitement-a-plenty. 

It took a golden goal for Westfields to win 
the semi-final and clinch a place in the decider 
when they defeated Queensland’s Cavendish 
Road State High, Holland Park, 2-1, 


That game was followed by another gem. , 


Dubbo’s, Delroy High the surprise packets of 
the 1998 series, led early against Endeavour 
Sports High from Caringbah only to see the 
Sydneysiders go ahead 2-1 before they fought 
back to snatch victory 3-2. 

On the Wednesday night Cavendish Road 
and Endeavour faced each other for the third 
place play-off, It was a game of two distinct 


halves. Endeavour piled on the pressure in the 
first half and by half-time lead 3-0. 

Tn the second half a re-organised Cavendish 
Road came back with a vengeance and a few 
minutes before the final whistle had levelled 
the score at 3-3 so that the two schools shared 
third place for 1998. 

The finalists lined up with Westfields clear 
favourites and that feeling was somewhat 
justified when they went ahead quite early in 
the match, They had several near misses before 
Delroy found their collective feet to make a 
real match of it. It was still 1-0 at half time, 

Delroy withstood the early second half 
onslaught and were unlucky themselves as 
shots crept or whistled just outside the posts. 

Then Delroy struck with a typical Mitchell 
Coxsedge goal to make it all evens, The last ten 
minutes saw almost everyone on their feet 
around the ground and in the grandstand, 

Golden Goal time was very short lived as 
David Carney steeped around his defender, to 
slot a cross ball into the other side of the goal. 


~ Review of ‘300 Man Utd 


Premiership Goals’ 


By Mark Fowler 


00 Manchester United Premiership 
Goals!, contains a mix of both great 
action and interesting facts. 

Did you know that of David May’s six 
goals for United, five have been headers? Do 
you want to see Keith Gillespie score his only 
goal for the Red Devils? 

The 300 goals are split into sections, 
starting with ten volleys, then following on 
with sections like ten scorchers, ten headers, 
free-kicks etc. Alone the way we are also 
introduced to United players, and see them 
score lots more goals. 

A strong point of this video is that unlike 


some other soccer videos, there is no annoying 
narrator. The commentary is taken from the 
matches at the time, so you get to hear the 
English commentators rather than a yoice-over 
gushing praise on (Giggsy, or King Eric). 

Love them or hate them there are some 
superb goals on this tape, a lot of which are 
scored on the counter attack through the skill 
and speed of players such as Giggs, Sharpe, 
Cantona, Kanchelskis and Cole. 

Obviously only for United fans, but this 
tape is highly recommended for good action, 
good editing and some interesting facts, At an 
hour and a half it is good value for money too! 

‘You can win this video, and others like it, 
by turning to page 31. 
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In NSW Super League, the Gold Medal was shared 
by John Buonavoglia and Jim Nikas (above, Jim 
Nikas is left). 

The coach of the year was John Turner of 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles, pictured here with his 
wife Leslie. 


Date Of Birth: October 30th, 1975 
Birthplace: Adelaide 
Previous Clubs: Sydney Olympic, AIS. 
Current Club: Canterbury Marrickville Olympic 
Current Position: Striker or attacking midfielder 
Nickname: : ‘Nika’ 
Occupation: Shop-owner 
Best Aspect Of Your Game: Taking on players 
Most Difficult Opponent: All of them 
Most Impressive Local Player: Jose Mendes 
Favourite Overseas Player: Dennis Berkhamp and Del Piero 
Favourite Overseas Club: Liverpool and A.E.K. Athens (Greece) 
Qualities of A Good Coach: Must be a good communicatorand be able to fully 
understand all his squad players 
Honours: NSW Under 14s, 15s, A.I.S. toured 
Venezuela in 1993 with Australia's Youth squad 
Ambitions For 1999: To win a Grand Final with Canterbury Marrickville Olympic 


Most Memorable Moment: Making my debut and scoring for 
Sydney Olympic against Wollongong 
City in the N.S.L. in 1995, and winning the 


NSW Super League Gold Medal last week 


Hobbies Outside Soccer: Golf and spending time with my friends 
Best Goal You've Seen: Maradona’s 1986 
World Cup goal against England 
Favourite Food: Lasagna 
Favourite Drink: Bourbon and Coke 
Car You Drive: Honda Integra ‘86 
Favourite T.V.Show: Seinfeld 
T.V.Show You Refuse To Watch: Neighbours 
Favourite Movie: Scarface 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Al Pacino and Jodi Foster 
Preferred Music: Dance 
Least Preferred Music: Country and Western 
Favourite Comedian: Seinfeld and Johnny Xipolitas (coach) 
Pet Hates; Bad drivers 
Person You Would Like To Meet: Alysa Milano (Melrose Place) 


———— 


JIMMY NIKAS JOHNNY BUONAVOGLIA 


The Golden Boot once again went to that 
sharpshooter Steve Karavatakis. (top right). 
Below are the profiles on the two best players 
in the NSW Super League: Jim Nikas and John 
Buonavoglia. 
Congratulations to all winners. 


Date Of Birth: October 19, 1975 
Birthplace: Naples, Italy 
Previous Clubs: Apia, Sydney Olympic, St George, Leichhardt Tigers 
Current Club: Newcastle Breakers 
Current Position: Striker or attacking midfielder 
Nickname: “Bona” 
Occupation: Restaurant manager 
Best Aspect Of Your Game: Mobility and ball skills 
Most Difficu't Opponent: Ante Covic 
Most Impressive Local Player: Paul Trimboli 
Favourite Overseas Player: Michael Owen (Liverpool), and Maradona 
Favourite Overseas Club: Napoli 


Qualities of A Good Coach: Must have a sound knowledge of the 
game as well as be a really good communicator with all his players 


Honours: NSW Super League 96, 97, 98 
Ambitions For 1999: To establish myself in the Ericsson Cup 
and play well for my new club Newcastle 
Most Memorable Moment: Making it to the N.S.L. 
Hobbies Outside Soccer: Fishing and golf 
Best Goal You've Seen: Maradona’s against England in the 1986 World Cup finals 
Favourite Food: All Italian food 
Favourite Drink: Water 
Car You Drive: Mitsubishi Lancer Coupe 


Favourite T.V. Show: England Premier League and Seinfeld 


T.V.Show You Refuse To Watch: Neighbours 
Favourite Movie: Shawshank Redemption 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Al Pacino and Melanie Griffiths 
Preferred Music: R&B 
Least Preferred Music: Heavy Metal 
Favourite Comedian: Bobby Catlin 
Pet Hates: All lazy people 
Person You Would Like To Meet: Diego Maradona 


TASSIE HOSTS 


25TH NATIONALS 


he 1998 National Senior 

Championship is currently 

underway in Devonport, Tasmania 

with six States competing in what is 
a historic occasion, 

Northern Territory, Queensland, South 
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western 
Australia are represented at this the 25th 
National Senior 
championship. Those 
twenty-five tournaments 
hold a myriad of 
memories, many chapters 
of achievement, and is 
the basis upon which 
women’s soccer in 

_ Australia was founded, 

1974 was the year it all 
started. NSW, Northern 
NSW, South Queensland 
(as it was then), Victoria, 
and WA competed in that 
first Nationals which was 
held in the Sydney 
suburbs of Bankstown 
and Granville, and 
Centennial Park near the city. Home team 
NSW claimed the inaugural national title, with 
Nortiiern NSW runners-up. 

North only was the Sydney event the first 
championship, but it became the catalyst for 
the establishment of a national body to 
administer the burgeoning sport of women’s 
soccer, of what is today the AWSA, Inside an 
old tin shed, the officials of each competing 
State met and consensus was reached to plant 
the first seeds of the pioneering project. 

Victorian and Queensland are the only two 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


"o 
AMSAN 


States to have competed in all twenty-five 
Nationals. Until recently, the Senior titles have 
represented the cornerstone of the 
Association’s being, a showcase of the best 
talent from around the country, and the 
platform from which international careers were 
launched. 

Today the role of the senior championship 
has changed with the 
establishment of the 
national league and elite 
programs, but there still 
~ remains for those 
continuing to compete 
that pride in 
representing your State, 
rivalry, and the 
camaraderie, 

Devonport this week 
sees the six States 
battling out their round- 


° days before the Saturday 
final. On paper, Victoria 


the Youth Championship and a total of ten 


players with national league experience. | 
Queensland and SA are fielding solid | 


combinations and expecting to challenge for a 
finals berth. 

This is also the first time the Seniors has 
been hosted by Tasmania, having been denied 
the opportunity in 1989 when the pilots strike 
forced a late switch of venue from Hobart to 
Canberra. 


WORLD NEWS 


HAMM'S HUNDRED 


ia Hamm scored her 100th 

international career goal 

Friday night — then added 

another for good measure — 
as the United States toppled Russia 4-0 in 
the Nike U.S. Women’s Cup series. 

Both goals from the former North 
Carolina star came courtesy of long crosses 
from Tiffeny Milbrett, who celebrated her 
100th game for her country with two goals 
of her own. 

The centenary strike before a capacity 
crowd of 13,125 at Frontier Field was a 
Hamm classic: Pouncing on a failed 
clearance in the penalty box in the 35th 
minute, she fired hard from eight yards out 
into the far top corner. 

Hamm, 26, was the youngest player on the 
national team when she made her debut in 
August of 1987 at age 15. Her 101 goals in 
155 international games puts her seven goals 
short of tying the women's world scoring 
record. 

Elisabetta Vignotta of Italy netted 108 
times in 110 international games during the 
1970s. Fellow countrywoman Carolina 


Morace is the only other player to pass 100, 
scoring 105 goals in 151 games from the late 
1970s until her retirement last year. 

Hamm holds the U.S. record — four more 
than teammate Michelle Akers. 

The United States takes on South 
American champion Brazil in the deciding 
final game Sunday in Richmond, Va. In their 
last meeting in December, Brazil defeated 
the Americans, the defending Olympic 
champion, 1-0 at Sao Paulo. 


Milbrett opened the scoring in the 25th | 


minute, flicking in a Hamm cross from 12 
yards out. Picking up another cross from Joy 
Fawcett three minutes later, Milbrett turned 
sharply and slammed her second just inside 
the near post. 


Hamm headed home a Milbrett cross from | 
close range in the 45th minute. She was | 


substituted in the 58th minute. 

The Brazilians humbled Mexico 11-0 in 
the opening game Friday at Frontier Field. 
Brazil is one of 10 teams already qualified 
for the 1999 Women's World Cup, which is 
being staged in the United States. 


the competition and | 


robin matches over five | 


look to be the favourites | 
for the title with six players backing up from | 


QUALIFIERS 


DRAW SET 


he Oceania region World Cup Qualification 

tournament is just around the corner and the 

draw has now been finalised. Six nations will 

contest the Qualifiers, all battling for the one 
Oceania berth to the Third Women’s World Cup hosted 
by Olympic gold medallists USA, 19 June to 10 July 
1999. 


Oceania is the only confederation in the world where the 
member nations play off for one solitary spot in the World 
Cup, and so next month’s is basically a do-or-die campaign, 


Julie Murray 


The six Oceania entries is a clear record for the 
| Qualifiers, previously contested by just the trio of Australia, 
New Zealand, and Papua New Guinea. 

‘This time around, Samoa, Fiji and American Samoa will 
showcase their talents with the six split into two pools, 
Australia will contest a round-robin against fellow Pool B 
members PNG and American Samoa, before crossover 
semi-finals to decide the finalists. Both the semi-finals and 
the final will be single match contests, 

‘The event has officially be named the Oceania Women's 
Tournament 1998, and all matches will be played at the Mt 
| Smart Stadium in Auckland, 
| The 20-member Australian Team will depart Canberra on 
4 October and return on 18 November. 

On paper, Australia’s Matildas are favourites, but as ever 
the New Zealanders will be the Aussies’ main threat. New 
Zealand can never be discounted in any encounter against 
Australia. Without doubt, they will play with all the passion 
that such an occasion engenders, and with the addition of 
home advantage, the Kiwis will be as tough an opponent as 
ever with so much at stake. 

Unlike the sport here in Australia, Women’s soccer in 
New Zealand has received no more funding since the sport 
was accepted into the Olympics. Therefore, the players still 
pay out enormous amounts of money to represent their 
country, and there is little opportunity for international 
| competition, 
| However, despite the lack of funds, they are throwing a 
great amount of effort behind their World Cup campaign, 
and reportedly get together as a squad every few weeks for 
several days’ intensive training. 

We only have to look back to the Qualifiers for the 
inaugural World Cup to understand that New Zealand, in 
this particular situation, is as big a challenge as playing 
against USA or China, despite their lower ranking. 


New Zealand were the ones celebrating at the end of the 
Qualifiers in 1991, becoming Oceania’s first representatives 
at a world Cup with a superior goal difference over 
Australia, No less than eight of our current National Squad 
played in that tournament and don't want to suffer that sort 
of disappointment again, Those players — Julie Murray 
(left), Angela Iannotta, Anissa Tann-Darby, Traci Bartlett 
(below), Alison Forman, Sunni Hughes, Sonia Gegenhuber, 
and Tracey Wheeler will hopefully be reminding the 
remainder of the squad of those black memories. 

And need we mention the Socceroos’ failure at the last 
hurdle to qualify for this year’s World Cup in France. 

In the end, it all comes down to the performance on the - 
day, and this is particularly true of next month’s crunch 
tournament. With just the one prize up for grabs, everything 
pins on that single ninety minute period of the final. 

‘The Matildas are gaining the best possible preparation for 
the Qualifiers with the recent tour to North Korea and the 
full-time setup at the AIS. The challenge remains to convert 
that superiority on the park in Auckland. 


AUSTRALIA CUP 


Ame opponents in the inaugural Australia Cup 
ave been confirmed as Italy, Canada, and The 
Netherlands, Italy and Canada have already qualified for the 
* 1999 World Cup, and Holland performed very well in their 
exceptionally tough European Group against Norway, 
Germany, and England. 

Match dates have been scheduled for 6, 9 and 12 
December, with venues currently under negotiation. 

It is intended that the Australia Cup become a significant 
annual fixture on the world calendar, and the calibre of 
competing nations in this first year is a great assistance to its 


success. 
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By Graham Cooke 


Grand Finals 


Division 2 - First Grade 


ANU 2 Burns Club 
Reserve Grade 

Burns Club 4 ANU 
Masters Division 


Canberra City 2 White Eagles 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


First Grade 
Belconnen United 2 Canberra Olympic 
Under 23 
Belconnen United 2 Gungahlin Juventus 
Smoke Free Youth League 
Belconnen United 3 University of Canberra 2 


0 


elconnen United’s dominance of ACT 

soccer was reaffirmed on Sunday with 

wins in all three grades of the ACT 
1 Premiership — and player-coach Lino 
Fiorese said afterwards the club is ready to move 
onto bigger and better things. 

Speaking a matter of minutes after United's 2-0 
first-grade win over Canberra Olympic had followed 
triumphs at Youth and Under 23 levels, he predicted 
the current Bels squad is “good enough for a mid- 
table position in the NSW Superleague”. 

“After that we would build,” he said, reflecting a 
general enthusiasm in the Northern Suburbs club for 
a higher standard of football. 

With United’s new ground at McKellar opening in 
six weeks — it will eventually consist of a 6000- 
capacity floodlit stadium as well as 

clubhouse, gymnasium and training facilities — 
Belconnen could be an adornment to the Superleague 
both on and off the field, 

On Sunday it was proving what a force it is in 
ACT soccer with a clear-cut win over a young and 
talented Olympic team which would certainly have 
been celebrating its second consecutive premiership 
had the Bels not been around. 


1 


‘The match could have been snatched from United 
right up until substitute Obi Shadman scored the 
second goal three minutes into stoppage time, but it 
was a measure of the champion’s overall 
competence, that few in the 2000 crowd believed it 
would happen. 

Belconnen’s opening goal came in the 11th 
minute, when Scott Manson, the club's leading 
scorer, turned provider for a well-positioned Matt 
Whyte to tap home from close range. 

United controlled play for most of the first half: 
Whyte might have had another when he turned a 
defender only to shoot straight at goalkeeper Angelo 
Konstantinou, then Manson's shot was blocked after 
he had been set up by Marko Perinovic, 

Chances at the other end were few and far 
between, the best coming on the stroke of half time 
when Pino Seminara got himself into a shooting 
position and put the ball wide of goalkeeper Rade 
Kosanovic only to see it bounce away off the base of 
the far post. 

Olympic battled desperately for the elusive goal in 
the second half, and came more into the game as 
Belconnen fell back into reliance on its well drilled 
defence. There was danger when referee Ben 


BELCONNEN TRIPLE 
CHAMPION 


Williams judged Kosanovic had handled a back-pass 
from defensive general Jason Dunn, 

Baz Giampaolo pushed the resulting indirect free 
kick to Marcello Fernandez who tried to set up Steve 
Vanzetti in the teeth of the charging Belconnen wall; 
the defender got his shot in, but just over the bar. 

‘Then, with three minutes gone in stoppage time, 
United administered the killer blow with one of its 
typical counter-attacks. Ray Junna sent Shadman 
away, the youngster’s first shot was half stopped by. 
Konstantinou, but not the second as he followed up to 
pounce on the loose ball and knock it home, 

Olympic coach Vic Femandez said he was proud 
of his team’s performance, and acknowledged 
United’s superiority. “In grand finals the best team 
does not always win, but it did today,” he said. 

“However, Olympic played very well, and has laid 
the seeds for some good seasons providing everyone 
at the club pulls together.” 

Good seasons which will probably not include 
Fernandez who said he intended to pursue a coaching 
career outside Canberra next year. 

will know more in three or four weeks - you can 
never be sure of anything in football,” he said, 


SHAW TO COACH DEAKIN 


anberra Deakin, smarting after one of 
the club’s bleakest seasons in its history, 
has announced the appointment of Ian 
Shaw as coach for the 1999 season. 

‘The moye, which came only days after Deakin's 
campaign ended in the obscurity of a mid-table 
position, and not a trophy to show in any grade, is a 
clear indication the club is desperate to climb back to 
its accustomed position at, or near the top of the 
table. 

Only last season it was the beaten grand finalist. 
‘This year began badly when it was tossed out of the 
Federation Cup in the first round by Queanbeyan: 
City, and coach John Bull departed. 


Committee member Martin Radic (left) welcomes new coach lan Shaw Summer, possibly by 


to to the club. 


He was replaced by a fmm 


former team boss, Marko 
Vrkic, but apart from a 
flurry in mid-season when 
a top-four place looked 
possible for a while, 
Deakin was not in the hunt. 

Now Shaw, who 
coached the then Canberra 
College of Advanced 
Education to a minor 
premiership a decade ago 
and is currently in charge 
of the successful Young 


New Canberra Deakin Coach lan Shaw shows next year’s shirt 
design to some of the club's first-grade players. 


competition,” he said. 

“J obviously want to have a good look at the 
players we have available to us, particularly the 
‘young ones coming through the ranks.” 

Shaw has also been active on a wider front, having 
submitted a plan for an ACT summer competition 
involving the 10 Premier teams playing in first grade 
only. 

He said that format would leave the winter clear 
for the Canberra Rockets and Young Rockets to enter 
the NSW Superleague as a club, thus bridging the 
difficult gap between the ACT Premier League and 
the Canberra Cosmos playing in the Ericsson Cup. 


Rockets representative 
team, has an 
opportunity to revive 
‘one of the great powers 
of ACT soccer. 

He said his first aim 
is to restore and 
promote team spirit. 
“We hope to stick 
together during the 


entering a six-a-side 


| two, send-offs in its 2-1 loss to ANU at Greenway 


) urns s Club finished the ACT Premier League 
Division Two grand final with nine men after 


Oval. 

First Gardner Murray was dismissed for a 

second cautionable offence, and from the resulting 
free kick ANU defender Robert Bennett scored to 
give the university the lead. 

Burns got into further trouble shortly after half 
time when John Roberston also collected his second 
yellow card, yet incredibly grabbed an equaliser 
through Scott Hayes. Scott Channing | saved the 
University the embarrassment of going into extra 
time against a depleted opposition when he netted 
the winner for the students. 

In reserve grade ANU lost its first a only game 
of the season, 4-1 to Burns, and Canberra City beat 
White Soke 24 ie niles 


MACHIN 
SIGNS FOR 
QUEEN’S PARK 


lair Machin has officially joined the long list of 

‘Australian goalkeepers playing in Britain with his 
transfer to Scottish Third Division side Queen’s Park 
from Belconnen United. 

The club's manager, John McCormack, said he had 
been keen to sign the 20-year-old at once, but the 
formalities, through Soccer Australia, had taken longer 
than expected. 

“If Blair’s attitude and enthusiasm is anything to go 
by, he'll be a star,” McCormack said. 

Machin will now stay with the elub until the end of the 


season, next April. 
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TYNAN-EYRE CUP 
GRAND FINAL 
FALCONS WIN THE CUP 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 3 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


ippsland Falcons secured their first silverware under new coach 

Stuart Munro with a 3-0 victory over Melbourne Knights at 

Lakeside Stadium on Sunday. It may haye only been the pre-season 

‘Tynan-Eyre Cup, but the Falcons were most impressive in this win, 
as they had been prior to Sunday’s final in their previous two games. 

Falcons coach Stuart Munto, although not getting carried away, firmly believes 
his side are in for a good season. “With some of these players it's a matter of 
getting them to believe that they are good players” he said. 

“Then doing that you get them into the habit of winning. I want them to go into 
the season thinking they are winners, that's the attitude 1 want them to have, 

“Young players especially, the quicker you get them into a winning habit the 
better it is for everybody, 

“['m not a great believer in pre-season results meaning too much, but for young 
teamis it can help quite a bit.” 

Falcons’ Olyroo striker Archie Thompson was the 
hero, netting two superb goals, one in each half. 

‘Thompson looks set to have a big season as does 
‘Andy Vargas, providing the Falcons can secure his 
signature. 

“Andy's doing very well for us” Munro said, “his 
passing is superb and he seems to make a lot of room 
for himself. 

“Like everybody, Andy has areas in his game he has 
to improve. I'd like to bring him on board because I 
could help him with those areas.” 

Vargas was in terrific form in midfield, controlling 
the play and setting up two goals. 

Melbourne Knights were hardly in the game though they did have some 
important players out with injury. 

Missing were both Joe and John Didulica, Tom Pondeljak and Dragi Nastevski. 

Ransford Banini's battle with Thompson was shaping up to be one of the 
highlights of the game until the former Ghana youth international was forced off 
with injury in the 18th minute. 

To compound the Knights" troubles, they had skipper and sweeper Ante 
Kovacevic sent off nine minutes from time after being booked a second time by 
referee Robert Caminiti. 

Zeljko Susa produced the first shot at goal, firing just over the bar from outside 
the area in the 21st minute. Thompson then took centre stage with an ‘oppurtunistic 
goal seven minutes later, 

Clayton Bell played a ball through intended for Brian MacNicol. He and his 
marker Zoran Markovski both missed it and Thompson was in sharply to score with 
4 neat sidefoot past Martin John in the Knights goal. Falcons captain Manny Gotis 
put the side two up shortly before half time. 

Vargas floated a free kick into the box where Gotis, totally unmarked, headed 
into the corner of the net. He had given the Knights a glimpse of his heading ability 
earlier but they had failed to track him again on this occasion as he took advantage 
of some very poor marking. 


Gippsland lost youngster John Hutchison before the break. Play was held up for 
more than five minutes as an unconscious Hutchison had to be stretchered from the 
ground after a clash of heads with Gotis. 

Three minutes into the second half Thompson was at it again, scoring a superb 
third Gippsland goal. Vargas played him through and Thompson finished off a fine 
move, chipping the advancing John 

Substitute Joe Tricarico nearly made it four on the hour mark. Robbing 
Kovacevic, Tricarico blasted a shot that beat John but skimmed the crossbar. 

Ivan Kelic, along with strike 
partner Ice Kutlesovski was very 
quiet, but he ‘did call Bojo 
Jevdjevic into making a good save 
in the 68th minute. 

The impressive John had more 
work to do late in the game, 
saving from both Bill Mitroulas 
and Tricarico’s Thompson-like 
chip. 

Another substitute, Peter Di 
Jorio, had a goal ruled out for 
offside in the 88th minute, 

Knights coach, Vid Horvat, 
said he wasn’t too disappointed 
after the game. 

“We're still working hard for 
the new season, they (Gippsland) 
are physically further than we are, 
because we started late, but they 
did play well” explained Horvat. 

“Tt was a great opportunity 
tonight to see where we are, we've 
still got a month to get it right, I'm 
not scared, 1 believe we'll have a 
good season” he concluded. 


Archie Thompson 


} COMMUNICATIONS 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV1 
ROUND 26 RESULTS 


Westgate 0 - Werribee City 0 
Westvale 2 - Kingston City 1 
North Geelong Warriors 7 - Melton Reds 0 
Lalor United 2 - Ringwood City 2 
Springvale City 2 - Altona East 2 
Western Suburbs 2 - Doncaster Rovers 1 
Richmond 3 - Northcote City 2 


FINAL TABLE 
PWODL F A Pts 
Westvale 26 24 1 1 92 17 73 
Altona East 26 19 4 3 84 27 61 
Western Suburbs 26 19 2 5 75 29 59 
Kingston City 26 14 3 9 51 26 42 
Werribee City 2612 5 9 49 35 41 
Richmond 26 10 5 11 49 44 35 
Springvale City 26 9 7:10 49 51 34 
Doncaster Rovers 26 10 3 13 52 46 33 
Nth Geelong Warriors 26 9 6 11 50 48 33 
Northcote City 26 9 4 13 50 65 31 
Westgate 26 6 9 Il 47 53 27 
Lalor United 26 5 6 15 46 63 21 
Ringwood City 26 5 5 16 33 64 20 
Melton Reds 26 0 2 24 15 174-1 

CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 2 ROUND 26 
RESULTS 


Maroondah Arrows 0 - East Richmond 0 
Old Scotch Waverley 0 - Cranbourne 0 
Altona City 2 - Yarrayille/Glen Eira 4 
Broadmeadows City 1 - Frankston Strikers 0 
Regent Bulla 1 - Melbourne City 5 
Oakleigh 3 - Knox City 1 
Mooroolbark 3 - Essendon Bruns. Royals 6 


FINAL TABLE 

PWODL F A Pts 
Oakleigh 26:19 3 4 78 27 60 
Melbourne City 26 16 6 4 55 25 54 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 26 14 3 9 47 36 45 
Cranbourne 26 13 4 9 42 39 43 
Frankston Strikers 26 12 3 11 54 39 39 
Old Scotch Waverley 26 11 6 9 45 37 39 
Essen. Bruns. Royals 26 12 3 11 39 44 39 
East Richmond 26 9 9 8 24 26 36 
Altona City 269 8 9 41 44 35 
Maroondah Arrows 26 8 6 12 28 34 30 
Knox City 26 8 5 13 38 39 29 
Regent Bulla 26 8 3 15 39 66 27 
Broadmeadows City 26 4 6 16 28 59 18 
Mooroolbark 26 4 5 17 23 66 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSceNe 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 
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Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPorTSCENE 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
3 ROUND 26 RESULTS 


Diamond Valley United 3 - Bell Park 1 
South Springvale 4 - Chelsea 4 
Fitzroy City 5 - Pascoe Vale 0 

Keilor Park 0 - Frankston Pines 1 


DIV 


North Coburg United 1 - South Werribee 2 


Stonnington City 6 - Keysborough 1 
Geelong 7 - Banyule City 2 
FINAL TABLE 
PWODL FA Pts 
Geelong 26 21 13 2 86 27 66 
Diamond Valley United 26 18 6 2 63 26 60 
Frankston Pines 2617 4 5 78 33 55 
Stonnington City 2617 3 6 59 34 54 
South Springvale 26 11 6 9 4138 39 
Keilor Park 26 11 4 11 42 38 37 
North Coburg United 26 9 6 11 37 38 33 
Banyule City 26 8 5 13 4251 29 
Fitzroy City 26 7 6 13 35 43 27 
Pascoe Vale 26 8 3 15 3961 27 
South Werribee 26.9 215 40 78 26 
Bell Park 26 7 3 16 36 57 21 
Chelsea 26.7 2 17 3971 20 
Keysborough 2654" 1319" 35077 15 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE DIV 
4 ROUND 26 RESULTS 
South Wantirna 4 - Geelong Rangers | 
Sandringham City 2 - Williamstown 3 
Seaford United 3 - Sunbury United 1 
Langwarrin 9 - South Caulfield 1 
Melton 2 - Clifton Hill United 2 
Nunawading City 2 - Moreland City 4 
Corio 2 - Western Eagles 1 
FINAL TABLE 
PW. D Dab A Pts. 
Moreland City 26 22 2 2 86 29 68 
South Wantirna 26:18 5 3 69 23 59 
Williamstown 26 16 3° TSP 32 51 
Seaford United 26 14 8 4 62 37 50 
Langwarrin 2615 4 7 67 38 49 
Sandringham City 26 11 7 8 67 53 40 
Sunbury United 26 11 5 10 44 39 38 
Corio 26 10 6 10 47 42 36 
Geelong Rangers 26 9 3 14 34 48 30 
Western Eagles 26 7 8 11 40 48 29 
Melton 26.7 3 16 49 63 24 
Clifton Hill United 26 6 4 16 35 77 22 
Nunawading City 26,5, 219533979. 17 
South Caulfield 26 0 2 24 19 95 2 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV I 
ROUND 26 RESULTS 


Lyndale United 3 - Brandon Park 0 
Mitcham United 1 - Monbulk 2 
Glenroy 2 - Croxton Park 6 
Endeavour United 0 - Lalor 1 


Ashburton 22.7 3 12 3859 21 
Berwick City 22.5 215 2658 14 
Old Camberwell Gram. 22 0 5 17 2267 5 PWDL 
Dandenong Inter 22.16 3 3 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 Clayton 215 43 
NTH/WEST/CENTRAL ROUND 22 _ Heatherton United «22-14-53. 
RESULTS Noble Park United 22 11 6 5 
Caulfield United 210 48 
Hoppers Crossing 1 - La Trobe University 1 ‘Ivanhoe United 2210 4 8 
Sydenham Park 5 - Meadow Park 1 North Caulfield 28 212 
Riversdale 2 - Springvale Condors 3 Melbourne University 1 - South Yarra 0 Collingwood City Dea l2: 
North Sunshine Eagles - bye Brunswick City 2 - Keon Park 0 Flemington Falcons 22 6 6 10 
Templestowe Eagles - bye Broadmeadows United 1 - Elwood City 3 Endeavour Hills 22) 8. 2 42 
Ballarat 1 - Uni. of Melbourne 0 Thornbury United 2275) 2.15: 
FINAL TABLE FINAL TABLE Parkmore 22:1 120 
PWDL FA Pt 
Croxton Park 2145 3 6223 47 BAW UD) tet Atri ae ee CU DIN'S 
Lyndale United 2 13 4 5 60 36 43 Brunswick City 22:17 2 3 56 15 53 NTH/WEST ROUND 22 
Lalor 2 12 4 6 41.25 49 Sydenham Park 216 4 2 68 26 52 RESULTS 
Monbulk BINIOSS 7) 35st PRON fee ee ORS. 7 a0BrS3E85 North Reservoir | - Northern United 0 
Endeavour United 22 10 5 7 4433 32 Broadmeadows United 22 9 7 6 49 35 34 North Glenroy 2- S ‘ 
te eee y jomerton City 3 
Templestowe Eagles 22 9 6 7 4537 30 Melbourne University 22 11 1 10 34 35 31 Watsonia Heights 2 - Brimbank 0 
Riversdale 27 7-8 3033 28 Souk Yarra 22 9 3 10 28.35 30 ele erat 
Springvale Condors 22 9 3 10 32 41 27 Keon Park 228 3.11 3337 27 gi a ate 
Mitcham United 22 7 5 10 3037 26 Ballarat 22 OU Veen ee ee 
North Sunshine Eagles 227 4 11 28 30 25 UnlofMelboune 22 8 2 12 3236 26 vail Unita bye 
loppers Crossing 22:5 8 9 3349 23 
ee ae Coe ers Macawbi 22 4 711 3659 19 FINAL TABLE 
LaTrobe University 22 3 3 16 22 59 12 
PWDL FA Ps 
fe ree ale PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV3_willPuk 20 14 3 3 3818 45 
RESULTS STH/EAST/CENTRAL ROUND 22. Somerton City 2013 3 4 41 24 42 
RESULTS North Glenroy 20 11 2.7 47:27 32 
pee ican ed Darebin United 19 10 3 6 39 26 30 
Old Camberwell Gram. 2 - Dandenong 3 Parkmore 2 - Heatherton United 5 ae 19 8 47 3030 [ 
Newborough/Yallourn 2 - Dingley City 0 Endeayour Hills 2 - Clayton 3 es 20.9 3 8 4739 27 
Noble Park 0 - Morwell Pegasus 2 Dandenong Inter 4 - Flemington Falcons 1 Northen United 20 6 2 12 27 42 20 
Waverley Wanderers 1 - Braeside United 2 Caulfield United 3 - Ivanhoe United 3 Brimbank 20 6 1 13 38 50 19 
Berwick City 0 - Ashburton 3 Collingwood City 3 - Noble Park United 4 West Preston 20.5 4 Il 29 42 19 
North Cau‘field 0 - Thornbury United 1 Whittlesea United 20 6 4 10 26 47 19 
FINAL TABLE Watsonia Heights 20 4 5 I 19 36 17 
PWDL FA Pts 
Morwell Pegasus 22 16 3 3 73 24 SI 
Dandenong 22:15 4 3 64 34 49 
Doveton 214.3 5 53 36 45 
Waverley Wanderers 22 13 2 7 51 29 41 
Newborough/Yalloum 22 10 5 7 40 29 35 
Dingley City 22:9 49 33 39 28 
Monash University 226 8 8 25 28 26 
Braeside United 22 6 6 10. 38 44 24 
Noble Park 22.7 3:12 33 49 24 No 0 


“Mealthy Diet — Buy. 9° 


’ TYNAN-EYRE CUP RESULTS 


Melbourne Knights 0 - Gippsland Falcons 3 (Thompson 28,48 Gotis 43) 


Curtain raiser 
Victoria Police 2 - New South Wales Police 1 


LAURIE SCHWAB MEMORIAL MATCH 
Fri mber 25 - Knights Stadium \ 


so) SEE. 
Wane 


Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne - kick off 7.30pm 


Curtain raiser 
Melbourne Knights Legends v South Melbourne Legends - kick off 6.00pm 


. ABSW + ABSW + ABSW « ABSW + ABSW + ABSW - ABSW + ABSW + ABSW + ABSW > ABSW + ABSW + ABSW » ABSW <A 
ABSW « ARSW « ARSW e ARSW e« ARSWs ARSW - ARSW « ABSW «+ ARSW « ARSW e ABSW « ARSW - ARSW « ABSGW e« ARS) 
sw sw “ iw fT 
af J 
ABS 
sw 


sw- as A 

° ABow + apow * ADow * ADSW © ADOW * ADDW © ABDDW ° AB 

ABSW + ABSW + JBSULs ABSW + ABSW ¢ ABSW ¢ ABSA seh Su _ABSW « ABSW ¢ ABSW + : ¢ ABSW « ABS 
iia Die 3 4 Bab: ABSW * ABSW « a 


BSW « 


° ABSW * ABSW metres AA ru 
ABSW ° ABSW « ABSW + ABSW « AB‘ , , ! of ! We 
SW - ABSW « ABSW « ABSW + ABSW } : SW ¢ ABSW + ABS 4Bs! \B Al ° AF 

¢ ABSW - ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « : , - 2" We ABSW+ = sv 3S\ 5 
ABSW ° ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « AE ¢ ABS) BS! BSW * ABSW ° AB. oWe Wen 4B 
SW * ABSW « ABSW + ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW + ABSW » ABSW * ABSW ° ABSW ¢ ABSW « ABSW « ABS! 


BSW » ABSW ° ABSW + ABSW » ABSW > ABSW ° ABSW - ABSW + ABSW + ABSW > ABSW « ABSW + ABSW » ABSW > 
We ARSW ¢ ARSW « ANGUS « ARSW « ARGW ee ARGCW » ARCW « ANCW « ANCH! « ARGUS « ANCU « ANCU s ARCW . AG. 
Bi | 
w 
7] 
B: 
“ Ep 5 
oul 
med B: 
iw 
ou = ba 
B! 
iw 
oi 
BY 
iw! : 
ed 
Bs 
iw 
® eS 
BS 
iW ", ADOW.. 


* ABSW ° AB tae 


BSW + ABSW 

iW ° ABSW «. ~~, 

* ABSW * AB: : : 
7~ 


re 


oe 

Se 
a 
a 

- 

MR es 

aie 2 
a 
wae F 
Dates a 


a 


\BS'" i, _— ® 4 

sw «3 “a ¥ od 

: 1 iia y s 

\BS! ; He 

3W < y, -"2 & 

° Alte J g's - tal APT Pe » .* ABSW » ABSW + ABSW + ABSW  ABSW > AB 

\BS\ gee og . | ABSW - ABSW « ABSW + ABSW + ABSW » ABSW 

sw eee "381 

~al 71k B PAL. Ait Ik | « "THE WEEK THAT WAS,, 
* = 

ABS) ay re ABSW + ABSW + ABSW + ABSW ° ABSW > ABSW 

swe a2 Se Boo Bsenes __ES'3Sw « ABSW - ABSW « ABSW + ABSW + ABSW «+ 


We ABS Mads BECW + ABSW + ABSW + ABSW ° ABSW ° ABSW - * ABSW « ABSW + ABSW + ABSW + ABSW + ABSW ° AB- 
Bet a Beall > ABSW ° ABSW 
SeeaSW ° ABSW « 


Se ABSW > AB- 
n iat WA BSW ° ABSW 
po ABS Une hy  ABSW + 
SSW + AG ABSW « AB- 
my ¢ ABS mesSwW - ABSW 
ao BSW + ABSW « ABSW « rar SW ° ABSW > 
vont |: ABSW + ABSW« A ner Sw - ABSW > AB- 
eA BSW ° eee « ABSW ut: j ‘SSW ¢ ABSW - ABSW 
=o “ * ABSW « SW: N° ABSW ¢ ABSW e A | ys ABSW ¢ ABSW ° 
era mA el ° AB | ABSW + ABSW « ABS’ B: RSSW + ABSW « AB- 
cy # oo GET —— —“SBSW- Nv %: ABSW ° ABSW 
| ie cw -# ¢ WeA AB gsw- “"Sws 
2 ¢é ABy ae * 7 AB- 
Wy = Ee 3 S56 : : las SW 
35 SO. ey oo fe ABSW Swe a, am 6 AB: AB Be si ee 
w sw: sw : AB ABSWei Ve Al ow id sw sw 3SV BS AB- 
-/ res le oW sv BSW ° ABS ABS AF oo A ° Ne We w SSW ° DBSW 
B |: ye W  ABSW j Ss \P’ AE AF ° Al oA -*" Wee 
‘fee © ABS\ af Al ° ABSW + AB. sWe ¥ SV BS! .BS' iBSh «° AB- 


> ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW » ABSW » ABSW » ABSW + ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW « ABSW 


ABSW 


SEPTEMBER 22 


Australian Features 


AMARILDO MAKES CANBERRA 
HIS HOME AWAY FROM HOME 


As part of Soccer Weekly’s lead-up to the national league season, 
Stuart Jones has a chat with one of Canberra Cosmos’ new imports. 


hen Rale Rasic took over 

Canberra Cosmos there 

was always going to be a 

clear out of the playing 

staff so he could bring in 

his own men. Whilst other clubs have made big 

splashes in the playing market the former 

Australian coach has quietly gone about 
building a new Canberra team. 

‘The professionalism that is slowly being built in 

the back offices is being transferred on the field. 


+ With Rale Rasic and Tony Brennan leading the 


way perhaps this incarnation of the Cosmos has a 
real chance of progress. 

Right around the country there has been a return 
of Australian players from overseas. Perhaps less 
publicised is the arrival of overseas players onto 


these shores for the first time. These days players 
from England, Argentina, Scotland, Wales, Italy, 
Cameroon, and Portugal, to name but a few, have 
come to Australia to continue to ply their trade. 

It has happened in the past, but it seems to have 
stepped up during this off-season. All these 
players make just as big a sacrifice as those Aussie 
players who move abroad. 

Many leave their family behind as all there is in 
Australia at first is the opportunity of a trial. For 
some it will lead to disappointment whilst for 
others it gives a chance to show of their skills in a 
national league once more. Certainly Canberra 
has not been shy in bringing in players from 
overseas to have a look at them. One such player 
is Amarildo. 

He was bom in Lisbon, Portugal. Lisbon has a 
population of two and a quarter million and many 
a young footballer was drawn to the two biggest 
clubs in the city, Sporting and Lisbon. Of course 
the third side that many people in Australia may 
know from Portugal is FC Porto. 


As a youngster Amarildo played for his local 
team, Capus. At 13 he joined the club of his 
father, Benfica. He stayed their three years, 
moving through the youth ranks. “Of course 
everybody wants to play for Benfica in Portugal. 
‘They were a terrific club and certainly 
looked after the youth side of things 
when I was there. My father played 
there in the 1970s and now plays in 
their old boys team. Looking at 
them today they have a 
very British flavour 
with Graeme Souness in 
charge and the likes of Brian 
Deane, Mark Pembridge, and 
Scott Minto there.” 

At 16 he moved to OS 
Belenenses, the only club 
outside the big three in Portugal 
to have ever won the Portuguese title 
(in 1946). He stayed there for a couple of years 
and after playing for a few years around the third 
division Amarildo returned to the club, “In earlier 
years this club had been a great club but it had lost 
its shine a bit when I was there. However it was a 
great club and certainly I enjoyed my time there, 
perhaps even more than any other club. 

“Certainly there was disappointment around 
Portugal when they did not qualify for the World 
Cup. Football is a big thing. One of the funnier 
stories from just before the World Cup was the 
practical joke played by a Lisbon radio station who 
announced on air that due to problems inside 
Iranian football Iran were being replaced in the 
finals by Portugal. There was some celebrating in 
the streets until it was realised it was April 1.” 

‘The Portuguese love their football and for such 
a relatively small nation they have done 
remarkably well. 

Champions like Eusebio have been 
adored and teams like Benfica (1961 
1962) and FC Porto (1987) have won 
the European Champions Cup, whilst 
Sporting CP won the Cup Winners 
Cup in 1964, 

“Football is loved in Portugal. 

Whole families play the game, 

my father brother and I all 

played league football. We * 
play a more technical 

style of football than 

around other parts of 

Europe. It’s more 

Brazilian in flavour than German or British 
football.” 

So why leave Portugal, especially for Australia? 

“Unfortunately Portuguese sides have little cash 
of late. When you do get paid it can be months 
overdue. It is extremely hard to live for five 


months on the bread line and try and budget when 
you do get paid as you do not know when you will 

next get money coming in, 
“T have a friend, Louis, in Melbourne and he 
suggested I come out and give it a go in Australia. 
It was a golden opportunity and after 


has been with his partner for 
seven years and has a 
daughter) I decided to 
come out here. 

i “I love Canberra 
$ because it is not like the big 

city atmosphere of Lisbon. 

When I was in Portugal my 
family and I would leave Lisbon 
every weekend, after I played 
football, and go to a town about the size 
of Canberra, although it was nearer the 
beach, you could get away from it all then, 

“Canberra is quiet and small but it has 
everything you need and I think I will like staying 
here. Mr Rasic has helped me out too and I thank 
him for his help.” 

He is like players all around the world that have 
not only themselves but their families to consider. 
So many fans complain when someone joins one 
club and say why not join us? So many forget that 
they are human beings and for every youngster 
who is free of family responsibility roaming the 
world there is a David Unsworth, or a Robert Jami 
who do have families. Even things that sound 
minor can make the difference whether an 
overseas player settles in and, therefore, plays 
well. 

Carlisle United bought a defender from France 
called Stephane Pounewatchy and he did not play 
well fora little while and he said it was because he 
missed the companionship of his pet dog, who was 
in quarantine. 

For Amarildo it is a case of overcoming 
this, playing well, earning a contract and 
then bringing the family out here when 
his short-term future is more secure. 
“Sure I miss my family, not a day, 

not an hour goes by that I do not 

think of them. We came to this 


& A Neen discussing it with my family (he 


decision together and once I 


3 have earned a longer 


contract I will bring them 
out here.” 

On the park his 
position is in the 
defence. “Down here everyone calls it a sweeper 
although I like the term libero much better. With 
time I hope to join into the attack but I know I 

must get an understanding with the players first. 
There is not much use moving down the field if 
another player does not cover for you. I hope it 


Australia’s legendary World Cup coach is 
quietly ushering in a new era at Cosmos, with 
Amarildo very much a'part of the plan 


will come, and soon, but for now I will concentrate 
on my defensive work.” 

This 27 year old has his mind set on one thing - 
to win a contract, In a time when youngsters try 
and name their own wage packages it would be 
nice for them to reflect on such a man as Amarildo 
who has sacrificed it all to play football. 

Coach Rale Rasic says the player will be a great 
acquisition, and what is more off the pitch he is a 
real gentleman. 

He is tall and strong and Canberra will look for 
him to dominate the opposing teams’ front men. 
Off the field he may dominate too in terms of his 
friendly and polite character, 

So many times it has been said about how much 
fans sacrifice for their side. How often do we 
think how much have the players had to sacrifice 
to get to their level, whether it be non-league, 
national league or the international stage. It may 
not be Benfica but Amarildo will give as much to 
Canberra Cosmos as he would have had he been 
playing in the upper echelons of European 
football, 

And that’s got to be good for Australian Soccer, 
and Canberra Cosmos. 


oh 
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KNIGHT 


‘elbourne Knights striker Ivan Kelic is 
just four goals away from the magical 
milestone of 100 NSL goals. It’s 
something he is well aware of. 

“J know about it (the 100th goal), hopefully I can get 
the goals in the first few games but it doesn’t really 
bother me,” Kelic said, What he says about bringing up 
the ton is true, he’s got bigger things on his mind. 

Kelic is the player most crucial to the Knights’ 
chances this season, 

He has scored goals no matter which teams he has 
played for and has proven to be one of the most 
consistent front-men in the competition over a number 
of seasons, 

Tt will be to him that the Knights look for their goals 
and, at 29, he is the eldest, and most experienced player 
in what is a very young squad and that extra 
responsibility is something he is not used to. 

“It’s come all of a sudden,” he says. 

“Last season we had guys like Andrew Marth and 
Alan Davidson here, 


On the way to his ton ... 100 NSL goals, 


Thinking of a G 


IN SHINING ARMOUR 


As part of Soccer Weekly's lead-up to the new Ericsson Cup, Dwyght Tuffnell has a chat 
with Melbourne Knights’ free-scoring striker 


= 


“Now they're gone and I've got to show leadership. 
T’m 29 and the eldest in the team by some way.” 

Kelic has already shown that leadership he talks 
about. He and Ante Kovacevic took the Knights training 
sessions whilst coach Vid Horvat was delayed by visa 
problems. 

He has now been relieved of his coaching duties to 
make way for Horvat. Kelic played under some of the 
best coaches in the country and likes what he sees so far 
of Horvat. 

“He's only been here for three weeks and it’s been 
tough on him with all those players training. His style of 
football reminds me of Zoran Matic’s with the switching 
of the ball from side to side. 

“Since he arrived, we hayen’t had the chance to try 
many tactical things because we've just been playing 
»games.” 

Because of Horvat’s late arrival, the Knights have 
already been forecast to have a lean season. 

‘They are a club that can never be written off and 
Kelic is extremely confident that the side will not 
perform anywhere near as badly as they supposed to, 

“We'll go okay” predicts the striker, “we've lost 
Marth but I think we'll be a lot more competitive than 
‘we were last year.” 

It's the younger players such as Zeljko Susa and Ante 
Deak who Kelic expects to step this year. 

“They've all had a year under their belts and are a lot 
more confident now than they were this time last year. 

“really think we're in for a big year.” 


Kelic is in his second spell with the Knights, the club 
he first joined as a prolific goalscorer from St Albans. 

He was first at the club during a successful period, 
but one that failed to reap a championship. The Knights 
Jost two Grand Finals on the trot. 

‘The first was against South Melbourne.in which they 
lost on penalties after conceding a late equaliser at 
Olympic Park. 


How about a Soccer Weekly 
subscription? 


Only 
$130 (annual) $180 (overseas) 


Ivan Kelic, 

2 S Despite the difficult, humid conditions, Kelic 
scored 17 goals for Tiong Bahru. 

The Aussie then went back to South for.a third 
season, one that didn’t bring him a great deal of 
success. 

“F'd had an ankle injury and it really took its toll, 
Looking back, I probably shouldn't have played with 
it” admits the affable Knight. 

He returned to Somers Street at the start of last 
season, rejoining the Knights under his old coach 
Ken Worden. 

The Knights just missed the finals and Kelic was 
down on his usual season contribution, 

“At the start of every season I always set a target 
of 15 goals. 

“Thaven’t done that for a couple of years now, but 
I’m pretty confident of doing it this season.” 

Kelic says that he's worked harder this pre-season 
than he has in a Jong time, mostly due to the fact that 
he was running the training sessions, 

“I'm a lot fitter than I have been, I've really 
pushed myself and put in a good pre-season,” 

Kelic’s goals will help the Knights reach their 
Target of a spot in the top six, a target that is very 
achievable according to Kelic. 

“The top one or two might be pushing it, but 1 
really think we're capable of making the top four” 
Kelic concludes. And with the Knights’ record, who. 
would doubt him. 
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“Sydney Olympic was great,” 
says Kelic. 


Next season the Knights went down again 
at Olympic Park, this time to Adelaide City. 

“We'd won the minor championships and 
got into the Grand Finals but losing them 
wasn’t much fun.” 

After that he went to Sydney for a one season 
stint with Olympic. 

“Sydney Olympic was great” Kelic says, “I'd 


had a pretty good season there.” o 
It was after that season — he scored 15 goals be liao 
for Olympic — that South Melbourne brought him e drink: 
ere Favorste actoriacress : fee Niseee 
He spent three years with South, interrupted by a iS wrgurite fT eunniast HOME and 
spell with Singaporean club Tiong Bahru, W 


“Playing in Singapore was a good experience. 
“Tt was quite easy to settle there, the people spoke: 
English and very friendly.” 
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CHAMPIONS 


ond straight league title four games 
before the end of the season with a 3- 
2 midweek win over Shandong 
Luneng, 
The win gave Dalian an 
unbeatable 16-point lead 
over second-placed 
Shanghai Shenhua, 
Xinhua news agency said 
on Saturday. 
Wanda's Swedish 
signee Hans Eklund 
opened the scoring in the 
40th minute in Thursday's 

game, Xinhua said. 
Midfielder Li Ming added 
another 10 minutes into 
the second half and Wang 
Ping made it 3-0 in the 
65th minute before the 
side conceded two late 
goals, 


rance's Philippe 

Troussier, in town to 
sign a (wo-year contract as the Japanese national 
team's coach next week, arrived in Japan on 
Saturday and watched a J-League game in 
Yokohama, 

He was expected to arrive earlier and form a 
new national team by the end of this month but a 
delay in getting a visa forced him to postpone the 
start date until October 4. 

Troussier watched a match between Cerezo 


hina’s Dalian Wanda has sealed a sec- 
: 


Osaka and Yokohama Marinos Saturday and is 
expected to sign the contract early next week 
before the friendly against Egypt on Oct. 28. 

Troussier, 43, must lead the Japanese team to 
qualification for the Sydney Olympics in 2000 and 
get good results in the 
Asian Cup the same year 
to survive for 2002 when 
Japan will co-host the 
World Cup with South 
Korea. 

Japan, which lost all 
three matches at its first 
World Cup finals in 
France, desperately wants 
to avoid being the first 
host nation to fail to reach 
the last 16 in 2002. 

Co-host South Korea 
was also beaten in the pre- 
liminary round in France, 

Troussier, known as the 
"White Magician", has 
worked with national 
teams and clubs in South 
Africa, the Ivory Coast, 
MOST Nigeria and Burkina Faso. 

The Frenchman took no-hoper Burkina Faso to 
fourth place in the African Nations Cup this year 
and became the coach of South Africa just three 
months before the World Cup finals in France. 

South Africa drew with Denmark and Saudi 
Arabia to earn two points in the preliminary 
round, but failed to reach the last 16, forcing 
‘Troussier to quit his job. 


ASIAN 
NATIONS IN 


FIFA TOP 30 


1,(1) 
2. (2) 
3. (3) 
4, (4) 
5. (5) 
6. (6) 
7. (8) 
8.(7) Yugoslavia. 
9.(9) Netherlands. 
10. (12) Mexico... 
11. (10) England. 
12. (15) Chile... 
13. (13) Romania. 
14, (14) Spain.. 
15. (16) Morocco, 
16. (11) Norway 


17, (18) Us 
18. (17) Denmark 
19- (20) Egypt 


19- (21) South Korea..55. 49 
21. (22) Japan........54.57 


22. (25) Paraguay .... 
23, (23) Zambia... 


27. (29) Russia 
28. (30) Belgium 
29. (24) Austria 
30. (27) Jamaica. 


outh Korea's three-time World Cup player 
Hwang Sun-Hong raised Cerezo Osaka to a 
3-2 vietory over Yokohama Marinos on 
Saturday with his first goal in Japan's J- 


League. f 
‘The 30-year-old Korean forward, who was sidelined 
with a foot injury in the three preliminary matches in 
Paris in June, joined Cerezo after his World Cup disap- 
pointment and returned to the pitch last week, 

Although his first two sizzling shots were saved on 
Tuesday, Hwang calmly struck home on a penalty when 
he was given a chance in the 35th minute putting 
Cerezo 2-1 up. 

His goal was evened out one minute later, but 
Brazilian Pintad quickly collected a rebound and drib- 
bled through the middle before hitting home the decider 
in the 81st minute. 

It led to the first defeat for the Marinos in the second 
stage of the competition, giving front-runners Urawa 
Red Diamonds a large lead with six straight win and no 
losses for 18 points. 

Nagoya Grampus Eight trail them by three points, 


SUN-HONG STARS 
IN J-LEAGUE 


followed by Marinos with 14 points and Kashiwa 
Reysol with 13 points. All three have identical 5-1 win- 
loss records. 

The Red Diamonds missed rookie Shinji Ono, who is 
being hailed as a future star of the Japanese national 
team, but they still powered past Yokohama Flugels 
3-0. 

Grampus Eight posted an easy 3-0 victory over lack- 
luster JEF United Ichihara, while Reyso! crashed to a 
shock 1-2 defeat to regular bottom placers Avispa 
Fukuoka. 

In other games, 1996 champions Kashima Antlers 
defeated Consadole Sapporo 3-2, and defending cham- 
pions Jubilo Iwata beat two-time J-League champions 
Verdy Kawasaki 1-0. 

A lucky own goal was the deciding goal for Shimizu 


* $-Pulse's 3-2 win over Kyoto Purple Sanga, while 


Bellmare Hiratsuka caused Vissel Kobe's 15th straight 
defeat with a 1-0 victory. 

Sanfrecce Hiroshima ran out 2-0 winners over 
Gamba Osaka. 


<a The Te ee ae eT a Fee eS eae Fr Sr fits Oe re ae er ih a Bir en ae — a be ee 6 oe Sek SE ode: > tee 4 aot 2 ew fen oh fb od Doe ot ce bins 3 Ss Sete hate due. ©- 6 hited Do oc. et os oe Oe Or 45-2 Soe Ph wk -4 ee tice +i amt oe? 


ABSW 


EUROPEA 


CHAMPIONS CUP 


roatia Zagreb started its Champions Cup 

Group A qualifying games with a satisfac- 

tory 0-0 draw against Holland’s Ajax. The 

Croatian champions were happy simply to 
avoid defeat, 

Prior to the game, coach Zlatko Kranjear declared, 
“we would not be unhappy with a draw. 

“Objectively, they are a great team but we'll try to 
clinch a victory in our own way. It’s very important not 
to stumble at the very start of the competition.” 

Kranjcar singled out Finnish international Jari 
Litmanen as Ajax’s key player. Kranjcar said he wanted 
discipline and patience from his players, 

Both teams had problems with the availability of star 
players in the lead up to the game, Croatia, who has 
won four league titles since their country became inde- 
pendent in 1991, was without suspended midfielder 
Krunoslay Jurcic, 

International midfielder Robert Prosinecki was an 
injury doubt but the 30-year-old trained on Monday and 
proved his fitness on the morning of the match. 

Four time winners Ajax had no suspensions but had 
two players out through injury — defender Tom Sier 
(ankle) and Georgian Shota Arveladze (groin), while 
Georgi Kinkladze (hamstring) took his place on the sub- 
stitutes bench after a late fitness test. 

Brothers Ronald and Frank de Boer, who returned to 
the squad last Friday after their long contractual dispute, 
arrived in Zagreb with the squad on Monday. Even 
though they were not expected to play, Frank played the 
whole game while Ronald came on as a replacement in 
the second half, 

Although Kranjcar stated he would be happy with a 
draw before the game, his team did not play defensively 
~ they attacked, but with intelligence and minimal risk. 

Goal scoring opportunities were scarce throughout 
the game with long range shots being the main scoring 
opportunities. 

Croatia had more of the game in the first half with 
Silvio Maric having the crowd on their feet with a well- 
struck shot from sixteen metres. 

Unfortunately, Van der Sar was positioned well to 
deflect the ball past the post, 

Late in the first half, both Jelicic and Tokic had long 
range shots that amounted to nothing, 


Ajax’s best opening fell to Babangida who sped past 
the entire Croatia defence but was foiled by the goal- 
Keeper, Ladic, who made a desperate save at the feet of 
the attacker. One minute late Litmanen shot just wide 
from an angle. 

‘The second half was played inthe same vein as the 
first, with very few chances. Mark Viduka had the best 
opportunity when he hammered the-ball straight into 
Van de Sar from six metres after a low cross from Saric. 

Viduka was taken off straight after - haying, again, 
disappointed with his performance. 

Viduka’s lack of goals and form may sway his club 
to accept a transfer offer from one of a handful of teams 
still interested in him. As Viduka’s contract expires at 
the end of this season Croatia will do well to sell him 
now before he becomes.a free agent. 

Each team had a chance to win the game in the last 
few minutes. First, Babangida’s tremendous shot, from 
a Litmanen lay-off, was spectacularly saved by Ladic. 
Then substitute, Tomislav Sokota, headed straight into 
the arms of Van der Sar from a cross by Mujein. 

A draw was a fair result and both sides were happy 
with it, Ajax is very pleased to have secured a point in 
an away game while Croatia was happy not to have suf- 
fered a first up defeat against one of the favourites for 
the Champions Cup. 

Croatia's best players were its defensive troika of 
Juric, Tokic and Simic whilst Maric was creative in 
attack. 

Ajax were best served by Babangida, Sunday Oliseh 
and the returning Frank de Boer. 


Line-ups: 

Croatia Zagreb: Drazen Ladic; Mario Tokic, Mario 
Cvitanovic, Dario Simic, Goran Juric, Tomislav 
Rukavina(Saric 68), Robert Prosinecki, Edin Mujcin 
Josko Jelicic(Sokota 80), Silvio Maric, Mark Viduka 
(Mikic 68). 

Ajax Amsterdam: Edwin van der Sar; Ole 
‘Tobiassen, Danny Blind, Frank de Boer, Sunday Oliseh, 
Dani(Ronald de Boer 62), Jari Litmanen, Richard 
Witschge, Benni McCarthy, Tijjani Babangida 
(Kinkladze 78), Peter Hoeskstra (Gronkjar 72) 

Crowd: 27,000 


N CUPS 


UEFA CUP 


razilian Edmundo scored twice as 

Fiorentina recovered from a goal down 

and the dismissal of Italian defender 

Moreno Torricelli to defeat Hajduk Split 
2-1 in their UEFA Cup first round, first leg 
match. 

The young Hajduk team performed exceptionally 
well against their big name opponents who included 
in its team, as well as Edmundo, one of the best 
strikers in the world, Argentina’s Gabriel Batistuta . 

Fiorentina had more of the play in the first half 
but Hajduk’s young defence had little trouble turning 
away their opponent's attacking raids. 5 

Australian Josip Skoko’s long range shot in the 
seventeenth mirute beat the goal-keeper Toldo but, 
unfortunately, hit the woodwork. 

Right on half time, Jurica Vucko broke away from 
his marker, Falcone, down the left and shot towards 
the goal. Toldo saved his shot but the ball rebounded 
back to Vucko who had no trouble putting the ball 
past the goalkeeper, 

With away goals counting double this may prove 
to be a very valuable goal for the visitors. 

Vucko had a second opportunity immediately 
after the break but on this occasion Toldo managed 
to save his strike at goal. 

Soon after, Edmundo got away from his marker, 
dribbled past Gabric and put the ball into an empty 
net to equalise for the home team. 

Both teams had further opportunities to score but 
the goalkeepers were in inspired form and the scores 
remained deadlocked. 

Torricelli received his marching orders when he 
pulled back Vucko who was headed towards Toldo’s 
goal. Hajduk couldn’t manage a goal from the 
resulting free kick and were punished soon after. 

With eight minutes left, Edmunod fastened onto a 
pass from Gabriel Batistuta in the Hajkuk area and 
volleyed into the top corer to give the Florentine 
club a fortuitous victory, 

Until Edmundo had burst through the Hajduk 
defence and calmly walked the ball around goalkeep- 
er Tonci Gabric for his first in the SIst minute, the 
Italian side had rarely looked like equalising Jurica 
Vucko's first-half opener. 

Even after Edmundo’s moment of genius, the dis- 
missal of Torricelli in the 73rd minute looked to 
have handed the initiative back to Hajduk. 

With Fiorentina banned from using their home 
ground for two matches following crowd trouble in a 
Cup Winners’ Cup semifinal two years ago, the 
match was played in an eerily empty San Nicola sta- 
dium at Bari. 

Edmundo, with his two goals, was obviously the 
star for Fiorentina while Hajduk were best served by 
Mujdic and Vucko. 

Australian international Skoko had another solid 
game to continue his impressive form but Ante Seric 
was, again, left on the bench making his appearance 
in the 76th minvte. 

Skoko thought his team was somewhat unlucky in 
this game but foresaw a difficult return game. 

“We were the better team, it is unfortunate that we 


conceded a goal after they had a player sent off. 
Nevertheless, I believe that we will beat them at 
home. We got a good result, but we won't be over 
confident as Fiorentina is an excellent team who 
tonight did not show everything they know and can 
do”, Skoko opined after the match, 


Line-ups: 

Fiorentina: Toldo, Falcone, Repka, Torricelli, 
Heinrich, Tarozzi, Cois (Amoroso 60), Amor, 
Morfeo (Esposito 27, Mirri 80), Edmundo, Batistuta 

Hajduk: Gabric, Brajkovic, Biliskov, Mujdza 
(Seric 76), Miladin, Leko, Skoko, Racunica (K. 
Vulic 84), Baturina (Deranja 67), Vucko 

Scorers: Fiorentina: Edmondo 51, 81, Hajduk: 
Vucko 45 

Crowd: 6,000 


Josip Skoko ... played against Fiorentina in 
the UEFA Cup. 


‘n the Cup Winners Cup, Varteks entered its 

second European season against Slovenia’s 

Cup winners, Rudar. Varteks were fortunate 

not to be a couple goals behind after the first 
half as the home attacked furiously but were unable 
to get onto the yoal sheet. 

In the second half Varteks came more into the game, 
although Rudar still had more goal scoring opportuni- 
ties. Then, a minute into injury time, substitute, Paul 
Matas, after a oass from Kamberovic, fired the ball 
towards the goa’ from fourteen metres. 

‘The goal-keeoer seemed to have it covered, but inex- 
plicably, let it ren through his hands. 


A fortunate goal, but nevertheless, an important one 
which should see Varteks advance to the second round. 


Line-ups: 

Rudar: Dabanovic, Granic, Balagic, Sulejmanovic, 
Javornik, Gajser, Podvinski (Sumnik 83), Brezic, 
Caushilati, Vidojevic, Pavlovic. 

Varteks: Solomun, Besek, Madunovic, Balajic 
(Hrman 75) Gregoric, Sabolcki, Dalic, Muzek, M. 
Posavec (Mumlek 63), Kamberovic, Karic (Matas 83) 

Seorer: Varteks: Matas 90 

Crowd: 1,500 


TEN-MAN 
DYNAMOS 
HANG ON 


content to soak up the pressure and counter 
attack in slow methodical build-ups. 

It was the second consecutive defeat for 
Etoile Sahel, who lost 2-1 to Nigeria's Eagle 

Cement two weeks ago. 

Dynamos are the surprise pack- 
age of the group, producing 
workmanlike performances 
despite wrangling among 
the club administration. 


imbabwe's Dynamos kept up their 
momentum in a tightly-contested 
1-0 win over Tunisia’s Etoile Sahel 
in a African Champions’ League 
match on Saturday. 

The Dynamos played 50 minutes 
of the match with 10 men after 
striker Makwinji Soma-Phiri 
was sent off for dissent hay- 
ing won the penalty which 
ultimately decided the 
match, 

Harlington Shereni 
scored the 40th-minute 
penalty and the surprise 
Group A leaders clung on 
for a deserved victory which 
eft them with seven points from 
three games, 

Before the goal the Tunisians had looked 
the more likely to score as Dynamos appeared 
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agle Cement of 
Nigeria shut out 
Ghana's Hearts of Oak 1-0 
in an African Champions’ 
League Group A match on 
Saturday. 
Scorer: Freeborn Etejere 44 
Red.card: Yaw Sekyi (Hearts of 
Oak) 87 
Halftime: 1-0; Attendance: 6,000. 
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irmingham City striker Dele Adebola gained his 

first international call for Nigeria on Friday. 

Adebola earned a spat in a squad of 27 for an 

African Nations Cup qualifier against Burkina Faso 
‘on October 4. 

Eighteen foreign-based players were required to prepare for 
the game, Nigeria's first since its World Cup elimination. 

Local coach Amodu Shaibu selected the squad in the absence 
of a new national team manager. Negotiations with Dutchman 
ThijsLibregts, expected to replace Serbian Bora Milutinovic, 
have not been concluded. 

Shaibu dropped most of the World Cup players because of 
age, injury or lack of desire to Wear the national colors again. 

‘There was a recall for Ajax midfielder Sunday Oliseh, who 
quit the national team last month. Shaibu believes he can per- 
suade Oliseh to reconsider. 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers: Willy Opara (Orlando Pirates), Ndubuisi Egbo 
(Unattached), Andrew Aikhuomogbe (Shooting Stars). 

Defenders: Celestine Babayaro (Chelsea), Jero Shakpoke 
(Zaglebie Lubin), Taribo West (right) (Inter Milan), Patrick 
Paschal (Altay), Kingsley Obiekwu (Go Ahead Eagles), Uche 
Okechukwu (Fenerbahce), Chuka Nwobi (Rangers), Bala Ali 


Salma (Katsina), Ganiyu Ajide (Julius Berger). 


EAGLES 
REVAMPED 


- 


Soccer Weekly's 's cover boy of last week, Tarlbo West 
(above) together with Sunday Oliseh (left) have 
remained in the Nigerian squad, 


Midfielders: Austin "Jay-Jay" Okocha (Paris St Germain), 
Mutiu Adepoju (Real Sociedad), Sunday Oliseh (left) (Ajax 
Amsterdam), Gbenga Okunowo (Barcelona), Garba Lawal (Roda 
Kerkrade), Eddy Dombraye, Emmanuel Abbali, Oyibio Etim (all 
Eagle Cement), Sunday Ilevbare (Unattached), 

Strikers: Jonathan Akpoborie (VfB Stuttgart), Tijani 
Babangida (Ajax Amsterdam), Kenneth Zeigbo (Udinese), Dele 
Adebola (Birmingham City), Chris Ohenhen (Besiktas), Ahmed 
Garba (Kano Pillars). 


‘COACHING POSITION 
STILL UP IN AIR 


/hree more candidates are to be interviewed for the 

position of South African national coach before a 

final decision is made this week, officials said. South 

African football federation officials are talking to 
former Dutch international Ruud Krol and Gordon Igesund, 
coach of South African club Manning Rangers. 

‘They also hope to interview Carlos Alberto Pareira, coach of 
Brazil's World Cup winning team in 1994, before making a final 
decision next week. He was coach of Saudi Arabia before being 
fired after this year's World Cup. 

‘There are three other candidates for the job, which became 
vacant after the World Cup when the contract of Frenchman 
Philippe Troussier ran out, Those candidates have already been 
interviewed for the postion, 

The favourite remains Ron Atkinson, who has extensive expe- 
rience in the English Premier League and who has also worked 


es) 


The other candidates are South African under-23 coach 


| Ephraim Mashaba and Trott Moloto, who is the country’s care- 
| taker coach for next month's African Nations Cup qualifying 
| match against Angola in Johannesburg. 


tuce Grobbelaar and Kalusha Bwalya — combined age 76 
— could turn the Zimbabwe-Zambia Cosafa Castle Cup 
final on Sept. 27 into an old boys’ reunion, 

Grobbelaar, 41, appointed Zimbabwe's caretaker coach for the 
match, is likely to pick himself. Bwalya, his junior by six years, 
has been coaxed out of international retirement by the Zambians, 

Bwalya announced his departure after Zambia's disappointing 
performance at the African Nations’ Cup finals in Burkina Faso 
in February. He now plays club soccer in the United Arab 
Emirates, 

Grobbelaar and Bwalya were last in opposition five years ago 
when Zimbabwe and Zambia were dueling for a place in the 
1994 African Nations’ Cup finals. 

Bwalya scored a late equaliser past Grobbelaar in Harare 
which gave Zambia the point they needed to qualify over their 
neighbours. 

This time Zimbabwe just need a draw to wrestle the southern 
African championship title away from Zambia. 

Grobbelaar, who has been playing non-league football in 
England and was an emergency goalkeeper for injury-hit Bury in 
the English first division earlier this month, has'already had one 
spell as caretaker coach of his country. He won both matches in 
charge. 


Que Bee 


SONNY 


STRIKES | 


panish champion Barcelona grabbed a 2-2 tie 
with arch-rival Real Madrid on Saturday, get- 
ting an 84th-minute goal from Brazilian strik- 
er Sonny Anderson. 

Anderson ran onto a through ball in the heart of the 
Real defense and toe- poked the ball past the advancing 
goalkeeper to earn a point, 

The ill-tempered match was played in front of 90,000 
fans who saw 10 yellow cards handed out, six of them 
going to Barcelona players, 

‘The result left Real Madrid on top of the table with 
seven points in three games. Barcelona is in third spot 
with five points, behind Zaragoza. The rest of the first 
division play on Sunday, 

Real's goals both came from Spanish international 
Raul. 

Fernando Morientes wriggled clear on the left after 
eight minutes. 

When his shot was saved, Raul netted the loose ball. 

Dutch international Patrick Kluivert leveled things 
almost immediately, 

Just signed for 14 million dollars from Italién side AC 
Milan, he latched onto a rebound following a Rivaldo 
free-kick after 13 minutes. 

Raul scored his second, setting up-a shot from the 


| 
| 
edge of the area and then chipping the diving goalkeeper | 
on 25 minutes, after being set up by Yugoslav Predrag | 
Mijatovic. | 


oseli scored six goals and Pretinha added four more | 
is Brazil routed Mexico 11-0 Friday night in the | 
Nike U.S. Women's Cup. } 
The South American champions play the United 
States on Sunday at Richmond, Va., in the final game. In 
their last meeting in December, Brazil beat the | 
Americans, the defending Olympic champion, 1-0 at Sao | 
Paulo. | 
Roseli, the team's leading scorer, opened put Brazil | 
ahead in the first minute at Frontier Field, then took turns 
with Pretinha in building a 5-0 lead. Nene added a sixth 
ona pass from Roseli just before halftime. 
‘The Brazilians, displaying deft ball control and domi- 
nation in the air, kept up their swift pace after the break. 
Brazil is one of 10 teams already qualified for the 
1999 Women's World Cup, to be held in the United 
States next June 19-July 10. 
Mexico was unable to get off any shots in the first half 
and managed just three in the game to Brazil's 28, 
In its opening game, Brazil wasted a two-goal lead 
and tied Russia 2-2. The Americans routed Mexico 9-0, 


SOUTH AMERICA 
CLUB UPDATE 


BRAZIL 


n Brazil, Flamengo wrestled with the prospect of 
giving 50,000 fans their money back after losing 
3-2 to Portuguesa. The club had promised 
refunds in case of a defeat. 

Marcelinho Carioca, the player of the moment in 
Brazil, scored both goals as Corinthians beat Sport 
Recife 2-0 to stretch their lead at the top of the champi- 
onship. 

A free kick and a penalty took his championship tally 
to 11 and increased Corinthians’ lead over second-placed 
Santos to seven points, 

Marcelinho, controversially overlooked by former 
Brazil coach Mario Zagallo, has been included in the 
Squad for a friendly against Yugoslavia in 10 days time. 

Corinthians, Brazil's second most popular club behind 
Flamengo, narrowly avoided relegation last year. 

Flamengo had offered fans their money back in case 
of another defeat on Sunday against Portuguesa, their 
ninth match without a win. 

‘The move backfired in front of more than 50,000 sup- 
porters, compared to 791 for the previous game, 

Flamengo had two players sent off and coach Toninho 
Barros resigned less than three weeks after taking over. 

Club president Kleber Leite admitted he was not sure 
how the money would be reimbursed, Flamengo had 
intended to refund the money before the next home 
game but the authorities of the state-owned Maracana 
stadium ruled against the plan. 

Second-placed Santos lost the championship's last 
unbeaten record when they went down 3-2 to 1996 
champions Gremio, who won their third straight game. 

‘The top eight teams qualify for the quarter-finals. 


ARGENTINA 
‘oca Juniors, who last celebrated a title in 1992, went 
two points clear after scoring twice in the last five 
minutes to beat Belgrano 4-2 away. 

Argentina's most popular team took a two-goal half- 
time lead, newly-promoted Belgrano fought back to 
equalise but late goals by Guillermo Barros Schelotto 
and Martin Palermo ~ his second of the match -- guaran- 
teed the points for Boca. 

Boca lead defending champions Velez Sarsfield, who 
were held to a 1-1 draw by Independiente. 

River Plate, winners of the previous three champi- 
onships, continued a miserable run of form with a 1-1 


draw at home to Rosario Central that left them in 14th 
place. 
Two championships are held every year in Argentina. 


MEXICO 
wwlo Cesar Chavez, Cuauhtemoc Blanco and Brazil's 

Claudinho all scored hat-tricks, 

Chavez scored three for Guadalajara as they beat 
Morelia 4-3 away, all of whose goals were scored by 
Claudinho. 

Blanco's three goals were not enough to secure the 
points for America who were held to a 3-3 draw at home 
by newly-promoted Pachuca. 

The 18 teams play each other once but are divided 
into four groups with a complex system deciding eight 
quarter-finalists. 

Cruz Azul, Morelia, Atlante and Atlas are the respec- 
tive leaders as the first round nears the halfway mark. 


CHILE 
Uae de Chile won the top match as they beat 
arch-rivals Universidad Catolica in a volatile 
Santiago derby which saw two players sent off, 

Universidad de Chile had Argentine midfielder 
Leonardo Rodriguez shown the red card while their 
rivals finished the game short of striker Marco Figueroa. 

The winners moved into third place but are seven 
points adrift of leaders Colo Colo, who thrashed lowly 
Rangers 4-0. 

Universidad Catolica are stranded halfway down the 
table and are out of the running for the title. 
Unfashionable Concepcion kept Colo Colo’s lead to one 
point by beating Iquique 1-0. | 


URUGUAY 
-narol, Uruguayan champions for the last five years, 
went top of the second stage of this year’s champi- 
onship with four rounds to go by coming from behind to 
beat Wanderers 2-1. 

They leap-frogged Rentistas, who were held to a 0-0 
draw by Defensor Sporting. Nacional, Penarol’s main 
tivals, were held to a 1-1 draw by Belle Vista and | 
slipped further behind. | 

Nacional won the first stage, the Apertura, and will 
take the title if they win the second as well. Otherwise, 
they face an end-of-season playoff for the final. 


_: —_—_——— 


DENILSON 


hile much of Spain's attention last 

weekend was focused on Real 

Madrid’s game against Barcelona, 

Sunday's bottom of the table clash 
between Real Betis and Racing Santander will pro- 
vide an important clue as to how one of the other 
title favourites are progressing. 

Betis, currently languishing in 17th place in the 
Spanish league after picking up just one point from 
their first two games, were expected to be challenging 
for league honours this season. 

But their big-name team have underperformed 
badly so far -- with the biggest name of all among the 
worst offenders. 

Brazilian winger Denilson, brought in this season at 
a cost of $35 million, has made a fitful start to his 
Spanish career and the criticism has started to rain on 
him ahead of Sunday's league visit to Santander. 

"It hurts a Jot,” Denilson admitted on Friday. 
don't like it when the people speak badly of me, 


"But really it's people who don't understand football 
who are criticising me the most. The team are not 
playing well so they just focus on the most expensive 
player.” 


Betis's hopes of doing well this season have not 
been helped by a lack of stability in the dressing 
room — Vicente Cantatore is the club's third coach 
since the start of the summer — and an injury to 
striker Alfonso Perez, who has missed the last two 
games and will again be absent for the Santander 
clash. 

Sunday's game is likely to be another tough test 
for the Seville-based club as Santander showed they 
can defend well in their opening-day draw with 
Barcelona. 

They are at full strength going into the game and 
will be confident of causing problems to a defence 
that again looked frail in a 1-0 UEFA Cup defeat to 
Danish side Vejle. 

With things not going well at the club Denilson 
has been asked to play a more defensive role, track- 
ing back on oppostion attackers. 

But the Brazilian insists: "I'm going to continue 
playing my own game. I came to Spain to play this 
type of football, Betis knew that and I'm not going 
to change now. If people say I'm an individualist 
then that doesn't bother me." 

Atletico Madrid, another side with championship 
aspirations this season, also face a tough trip as they 
take on Espanyol. 

Coach Arrigo Sacchi will be without Stefano 


Denilson has the weight of the world (charaptons) on his 
shoulder. 


Torrisi, the Italian defender sent off in last weekend's 
2.0 victory over Salamanca, as well as injury victims 
Vladimir Jugovic and Juninho, who took another blow 
to his ankle in midweek, 

Sacchi admitted that the cost of Tuesday's UEFA. 
Cup win over Obilic had been high but is at least hope- 
ful that his main striker Kiko, who was forced off in 
the last two minutes of the game, will be fit enough to 
return, 

Athletic Bilbao, Spain's third Champions’ League 
team along with Real Madrid and Barcelona, are also 
finding it difficult to balance European and domestic 
campaigns this season, 

Spanish international Julen Guerrero picked up a 
Knock in their 1-1 draw with Rosenborg on 
Wednesday and could miss the trip to Extremadura, 

Meanwhile, Valencia, who suffered a surprise 
defeat to Deportivo Coruna, should get their challenge 
back on track at home to bottom-placed Villarreal, 
while Mallorca will look to continue their sound start 
to the campaign at Real Sociedad. 


Ke Madrid reinforced their status as one of this 
season's UEFA Cup favorites with a comfortable 
2-0 victory over Yugoslav underdogs Obilic 
Belgrade in their first round, first leg match 
on Tuesday. 

A goal after 15 minutes from Brazilian 
} international Juninho, who returned from 
ay long-term injury last week, put the home 
side firmly in the driving seat, 

In yet another brilliant individual effort, 
he swerved around several Obilic defenders 
before slotting the ball under the visiting 
keeper. 


Rae had a score to settle with a 
jpanish newspaper night after it pub- 
lished a front-page photo of the hotel room 
where he suffered convulsions before the 
World Cup final. 

Ronaldo's arrival for the European 
}) Champions League debut against Real 
Madrid was greeted by Spanish sports paper 
Marca with the picture and the headlines; 
"Real Madrid will be his nightmare" and 
"Ronaldo faces his own panic: will he have 
recovered from the World Cup?” 

The references to Ronaldo's traumatic 
run-up to the World Cup final, which Brazil 
lost 3-0 to France, stunned both the player. 
Hand the rest of the Inter delegation, 

Ronaldo said: "I don't think a professional 
journalist should deal with subjects like that, 
T can't deny it, that front page has made me 
annoyed. 

"But I also know that in certain cases, 
people's private life gets drawn into what 
they do for a living. I just want to say that 
T've had two months without football and 
T've put all of that behind me. 

"Right now, I'm only looking forwards. I 
really want to play this match and I really 
want to score against Real Madrid," he told 


"Tye got a lot of reasons for wanting to do well, and 
I don't need things like this.” 

Inter coach Gigi Simoni, meanwhile, described the 
newspaper coverage in Spain as being in “appalling 
taste, truly shameful." . 

Ronaldo, asked about his current state of mind, 
added: "It's a very important match, against a great 
team, but I'm calm about the whole thing. I feel pretty 
good. 

"I can't say that I'm 100 percent match-fit, but 1 
played a full game against Cesena last week and that 
helped me a lot. There won't be any excuses, though, 
T've just got to do the best that I can." 

Ronaldo did not appreciate either the fact that Brazil 
teammate and Real Madrid defender Roberto Carlos 
has been talking openly about the Inter Milan’ s prob- 
Jems on World Cup day. 

“Roberto Carlos is good friend and I hope it stays 
that way,” Ronaldo said. "But I'd like to ask him not to 
interfere in my private life anymore and not to talk to 
the press about it. 

“If he's got something to say to me, he's got my tele- 
phone number. He can call me whenever he likes. But 
he shouldn't talk about me anymore, because it's not 
right," he told the Gazzetta dello Sport, 
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THREE OUT OF FOUR 


GREECE DRAWS 2-2 
WITH SLOVENIA 


lovenia’s Zlatko Zahovic scored two goals last 

Sunday to give his country a 2-2 draw against Greece 
in their first Group Two qualifier match for the 2000 
European Championship last week. Norway, Albania, 
Georgia and Latvia are the other teams in the group. 

Greece played aggressively from the start and came 
close to scoring in the sixth minute, when Demis 
Nikolaidi shot wide from three yards off a center from 
Vassilis Borbokis. 

The visitors reacted with midfield pressing and sud- 
den counter attacks, causing problems for the Greek 
defense, 

Tn one such attack in the 19th minute, Zahovie gave 
his team the lead off a pass from Milan Ostere. 

Four minutes before the end of the first half, Yiannis 
Kalitzakis’ header in front of the Slovenian goalmouth 
went just wide, scraping past Marko Simeunovie's right 

it. 


The Greeks regrouped after the rest period and 
evened the score with a penalty taken by Nikos Machlas 
in the 55th, 

Costas Ftantzeskos, who replaced Vassilis Tsartas in 
the 46th, gave Greece a 2-1 lead with a free kick from 
30 yards, The ball hit the crossbar and then the goal- 
keeper’s back to enter the net. 

Machlas failed to increase the score in the 65th as his 
shot, face-to-face with Simeunovic, hit the Slovenian 
rightbar. ~ 

Seven minutes later, Miran Pavlin gave a perfect pass 
to Zahovy who easily beat goaltender Ilias Atmatzidis to 
make the final 2-2, 

Lineups 

Greece: Ilias Aumatzidis, Michalis Kasapis (Grigoris 
Georgatos, 77th), Marinos Ouzounidis, Yiannis 
Kalitzakis, Demis Nikolaidis, Theodoros Zagorakis, 
Vassilis Tsartas (Costas Frantzeskos, 46th), Vassilis 
Borbokis (Nikos Limberopoulos 82nd), Nikos Dabitzas, 
Nikos Machlas, Dimitris Markos. 

Slovenia: Marko Simeunovic, Darko Milanic, 
Marinko Galic, Aleksander Knavs, Ales Ceh, Doni 
Novak, Miran Paylin, Milan Ostere (Milenko Acimovic 
71st), Mladen Rudonja, Zlatko Zahovic, Saso Udovic 
(Robert Englaro, 46th). 


reece has declared it did not want to play a Euro 
2000 qualifying match in Albania next month 
because of growing violence and political unrest there, 
Greece Football Federation officials have asked 
European soccer's governing body UEFA to change the 
venue for the Oct. 10, intemational as tanks and gunfire 
were reported in the Albanian capital Tirana. 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


Porto 2 Olympiakos Piraeus 2 


lympiakos Piraeus scored twice in the last three 

Thinutes to snatch a dramatic 2-2 draw against 
Porto in their Champions’ League group A match on 
Wednesday. 

‘The Portuguese champions were undone by some 
slack defending after taking control of the match with 
goals by Yugoslay midfielder Zlatko Zahovic and 
Brazilian striker Mario Jardel, 

With just three minutes to go, Olympiakos mid- 
fielder Styliannos 

Giannakopoulos forced home the ball after a fum- 
ble by Porto’s Yugoslav goalkeeper Ivica Kralj in 
‘what was virtually his first touch after coming on as a 
late substitute. 

Yugoslav striker Sinica Gogic, another late substi- 
tute, snatched the 

equaliser for the Greeks with the game already 
into injury time when he rose to head home after a 
goalmouth scramble. 

Porto could consider themselves unlucky as they 
squandered a number of chances and had what 
appeared to be a perfectly legitimate goal disallowed. 

Television replays showed that the ball crossed the 
line after Olympiakos’ goalkeeper Dimistrios 
Eleftheropoulos dropped a cross half-way through 
the second half, but French referee Gilles Veissiere 
waved play on. 

“We were lucky,’’ admitted Olympiakos’ 
Yugoslav coach Dusan Bajevic. “We made a couple 
of substitutions and they worked.” 


ISN’T 


Porto coach Fernando Santos had some harsh 
words for his defence. “How could we let slip a game 
in the last few minutes? Tam very disappointed.” 

Porto should really have had the match wrapped 
up in the first half when they had at least three clear 
chances to score but failed to capitalise on any of 
them. 

Porto got their reward for their sustained pressure 
when Zahovic, who had a couple of penalty appeals 
tumed down in the first half, sent a free-kick curling 
round the Olympiakos’ defensive wall and into the 
right-hand corner of the net after 64 minutes. 

Eight minutes from time Jardel, who has failed to 
find the net in Porto’s three opening domestic league 
games, scored his first of the season with a beautiful- 
ly-struck volley from outside the area. 

But then came the two late goals that silenced to 
37,000-strong crowd just as it was preparing to cele- 
brate. 

Scorers: 

Porto - Zlatko Zahovic 64, Mario Jardel 82 

Olympiakos Piraeus - Stylianos Giannakopoulos 
87, Sinica Gogic 90) 

Teams: 

Porto: 24-Ivica Kralj, 7-Carlos Secretario, 5- 
Fernando Mendes, 4-Aloisio Alves, 2-Jorge Costa, 
25-Zlatko Zahovic (28-Youssef Chippo 69), 20- 
Paulinho Santos, 17-Doriva Guidoni, 11-Ljubinko 
Dmulovic (14-Artur Oliveira, 59), 21-Nuno Capucho, 
16-Mario Jardel (22-Nica Panduru 89). 

Olympiakos: 31-Dimitris Eleftheropoulos, 14- 
Dimitris Mavrogenidis, 21-Grigoris Georgatos, 5- 
Giorgos Amanatidis (7-Stylianos Giannakopoulos 
82), 3-Kiriakos Karataidis, 6-Blias Poursanidis, 8- 
Luciano de Sousa (9-Sinica Gogic 86), 11-Predrag 
Djordjevic, 10-Ilija Ivic, 24-Peter Ofori-Quaye, 32- 
Georgios Anatolakis (18-Vasileios Karapialis 78), 


De Souza passes Artur 
Panathinaikos fight back to beat Dynamo 2-1 


Pa battled back from 1-0 down at half- 
time to beat Dynamo Kiev 2-1 in their opening 
Champions’ League Group E other match on 
Wednesday. 

Dynamo striker Serhiy Rebroy opened the scoring 
in the today’s featured 31st minute after an excellent 
pass from Andriy Sheychenko as the Ukrainians 
dominated the first half. 

Panathinaikos, who reached the semifinals in 1996 
did not qualify last year, equalised in the 57th minute 
through a powerful header from Norwegian midfield- 
er Erik Mikland after a pass from defender Kostas 
Konstandinidis, The Greeks sealed their victory with 
another header by Nikos Liberopoulos in the 69th 
minute after a pass from substitute Blendar Kola. 

“This result is a very big success for 
Panathinaikos. We are in good condition and I'm sat- 
isfied that we managed to turn the‘game in our favour 
in the second half. Dynamo is a difficult and unpre- 
dictable team,” said Panathinaikos coach Vassilis 
Danyil. 

“We took a risk in the second half. We pressed in 
the forward line and so we found solutions.” 

Dynamo were left regretting a string of missed 
chances in the first half, 


BAD! 


“There is a golden rule that if don’t score the 
chances that you create, sooner or later the opponent 
will score,” Dynamo’s assistant coach Alexei 
Michailichenko said. 
“We could have escaped this defeat but we made 
some mistakes in defence and Panathinaikos scored 
two goals. I don’t blame my players. It’s only the 
beginning of the tournament and we'll try to correct, 
our mistakes.” 

Panathinaikos, fresh from three straight wins in the 
Greek league, were forced to play the match at 
AEK’s Nikos Goumas stadium which has less than 
half the capacity of their usual home, the 80,000-seat 
Olympic stadium which was being used for a Rolling 
Stones concert. 

Teams: 

Panathinakos: 1-Josef Wandzik, 2-Stratos 
Apostolakis, 5-Vladan Milojevic, 7-Aljosa Asanovic, 


8-loannis Goumas, 9-Krzysztof Warzycha (16-Frank ~ 


Strandli 86), 12-Eric Mykland, 14-Leonidas Vokolos 
(19-Blendar Kola 68), 18-Kostas Kostandinidis, 21- 
Nikos Liberopoulos, (4-Giorgios Alexopoulos 90), 
23-Kostas Kiassos. 

Dynamo: 1-Olexandr Shovkoyski, 2-Oleg 
Luzhny, 3-Alexei Gerasimenko (8-Yuri Kalitvintsey 
76), 4-Olexand Golovko, 5-Vladislay Vashtchuk, 6- 
Yuri Dmitrulin, 7-—Kakha Kaladze, 10-Andriy 
Shevchenko, 11-Serhiy Rebroy, 14-Andriy Gusin, 
24-Valentin Belkevitch (22-Sergly Konovalov 73). 


UEFA CUP 
AEK Thrashed 


jat a week for Nikos Machlas! Last week he 

managed a goal for Greece against Slovenia 

and this time he managed one at the expense of AEK. 

And pretty boy / superstar Demi Nikolaidis went zero 

for two on the big stage and needs to pull up his 
socks if he’s to match the man from Arnhem. 

Well the score line might read 3-0 in favour of 
Vitesse but on the field it was a different ball game. 
AEK tried hard and for the most part kept pace with 
the Dutch team but in the end it was wasted chances 
that came back to haunt them. 

AEK had the run of play in the first half and 
marked their superiority with two strikes against the 
wood work, first from Maladenis in the 25’ and then 
Nikolaidis was unlucky in the 32’. 

As in Manchester, what changes the half time 
break wrought upon the two teams. In the 50th 
minute, Kalitzakis was adjudged to have brought 
down Machlas illegally in the box. Despite 
Atmatzidis heroic save the rebound didn’t favour the 
Greeks and it was 1-0. Worse was to come as three 
minutes laterPerovic made it 2-0 after Maladenis had 
almost equalised a minute earlier, only to see his goal 
bound header tipped round the upright by the keeper. 

Despite Machlas rubbing salt into AEK’s wounds 
in the 90’ with Vitessse’s third goal, it was the send- 
ing off of Kasapis in the 73’ for a second bookable 
offense that swung the pendulum totally away from 
AEk. Despite being two goals down, they continued 
to attack with spirit and it was their reduction to ten 
men that finally put an end to their brave fight. 


Dabizas fires the bullet for Gullit 


‘ikos Dabizas sealed victory for Newcastle two 
minutes after they had surrended a precious one- 
goal lead courtesy of Alan Shearer. 

The Greek international defender rose to head 
home a well-lighted cross from Stephen Glass in the 
Tist minute following ex AEK player's Temuri 
Ketsbaia’s short free kick. It was a goal to settle the 
nerves after the shock response from Partizan. 

Since taking over at St James’ Park, Gullit has 
insisted on width in an attempt to break down the 
‘opposition and it was Glass who came closest to pro- 
viding the ammunition for a vital second goal. He 
tricked his way into the area and set up Ketsbaia 
whose shot was blocked. 

Partizan were not prepared to shut up shop and 
probed for an equaliser on the break. Newcastle's 
superior possession and increased service to the front 
men still failed in the opening exchanges after the 
break to reap dividends, 

Belgrade made them pay by cashing in from the 
penalty spot but Dabizas’s reply was almost immedi- 
ate. 


Flying Demi checked by Kreek. 


Late note: It seems that Alan Shearer is under 
pressure for the number nine shirt from Nikos 
Dabizas! Not content with his midweek winner, the 
Greek revived Newcastle’s hopes with an equaliser at 
Coventry and played a staring role in the Geordies’ 
eventual 5-1 triumph.” 


CUP WINNERS CUP 


Panionios’ English connection delivers 


fter the destruction of AEK in the UEFA Cup 

and the successes of Olympiakos and 
Panathinaikos in the Champions League, Panionios, 
the last of the Greek teams finally played their match 
in European competition. 

‘As the Cup holders of Greece Paninios made 
bright start to the Cup Winners Cup and despite play- 
ing a low ranked team in Haka, made no mistake and 
secured a comfortable 2-0 result in New Smyrni 
Ronnie Whelan’s preference for English strikers was 
vindicated as both Tony Heilock (39”) and Mark 
Robbins (51°) scored to give the Athenian team 
every chance of progressing into the next round, 

The Finnish part-timers face an uphill battle to. 
score three goals in the return leg and with Panionios 
finally starting to warm to Whelan’s no-nosense 
approach the Greek team should be looking to build 
on its early success and hopefully manage a decent 
mun, 

Panionios Athens (Greece) 2 - Tony Heilock 36, 
Mark Robbins 54 Haka Valkeakoski (Finland) 0 


| HEARD IT ON 
THE GRAPEVINE 


mar Gretarson the Icelandic wonder of AEK is 

not one of the starters in the team. Dusan Bajevic 
(Olympiakos) though would have a different perspec 
tive if he had such a player. “He would definitely be 
a starter on my team” he says. 

Just before the game between AEK and 
Panelefsiniakos Dragoslav Stepanovic said to his 
close circle that he was not afraid of the team that 
they were playing against, He was afraid of the fans 
that could throw “lighters and pocket change”... 

Aliosa Asanovic wants somebody to translate to 
him everything that’s being said to him or in conver- 
sations. He wants to pick up the basics of the Greek 
language as fast as possible. 

In“Gerlendom” of Arnem there is a huge poster of 
Nikos Mahlas (3x5 meters). Now this is marketing! 

The Under-20 National Team of Greece might 
soon have a coach from Patras. 

Dusan Bajevic ordered Dimitris Mavrogennidis to 
practice more than others in order to be physically fit 
as well as to be able to play well for his team. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK 


Fonine coach Giovanni Trapattoni says it is time 
people stopped calling Edmundo "The Animal" after 
the volatile Brazilian ace rescued his team's UEFA Cup 
hopes here. 

Edmundo, who eamed his nickname in Brazil for his 
aggressive temperament, scored both Fiorentina’s sec- 
ond-half goals as they rallied to beat Hadjuk Split 2-1 on 
Tuesday night. 

‘Now the man who walked out on the Italian club ina 
fit of pique at the end of last season, threatening never to 
come back, is a local hero, 

‘Trapattoni said: "The team showed real heart and T 
have to pay tribute to every one of them, But then there's 
Edmundo, a fighter who will only grow in self-confi- 
dence as time goes on. He's going to give us a lot. 

"I'd also like to ask everyone to stop calling him "O 
Animal" which isn't a nice nickname to have. He's just a 
sensitive lad who, because of his own timidity, some- 
times reacts in a particular way.” 

‘The Brazilian ace played down his performance, say- 
ing: "I'm just pleased to have helped Fiorentina to win, 
But what a pitch — it was impossible to play with the 
ball on the ground." Club president Vittorio Cecchi Gori 
said: "Hadjuk are only an average team but they caused 
us trouble. It was Edmundo who made the difference, 
virtually all on his own,” 

Edmundo returned here this season after failing to 
win a pay rise from the Italin movie mogul but did 
obtain three concessions; a Jeep, six retum air tickets to 
Rio de Janeiro and the re-furnishing of his villa. 

A further clause will enable Edmundo to leave 
Fiorentina at the end of the season for 13 million dollars 
— provided that the new club is Brazilian. 

Edmundo, who scored four goals in nine games dur- 
ing his turbulent spell here last season, was also in the 
spotlight for events off the pitch in Brazil. 

Th March, he was ordered to pay the mother of a car- 
crash victim 200,000 dollars and an unspecified monthly 
pension, 

A court in Rio de Janeiro had found Edmundo 
responsible for a three-car pile-up in 1995 which caused 
three deaths. 


Champions Cup midweek. 


taly plans to introduce a tough sports anti-doping law 
by the end of the year, with offenders facing up to 10 
years in jail, reports said last week. 

A bill with all-party support was presented to the 
Senate on Tuesday by Dr. Francesco Carella, a member 
of the ruling coalition, 

Doping will be an offence under the Italian penal 
code for the first time —- but only for those supplying or 
administering banned drugs. Athletes will still be disci- 
plined by sports authorities. 

Doctors, chemists and sports coaches breaking the 
law will face up to five years in prison and up to 10 
years if drugs are administered to athletes under 18. 


Juve celebrate (above) and right Del Piero tangles with Popescu in the 


Medical firms, mean- 
while, will have to file bi- 
annual reports with the 
Ttalian Health Ministry on 
the production, imports, 
distribution and sales of 
products containing 

Fe steroids and growth hor- 
. mones. 
Those containing drugs 
> banned = by _ the 
International Olympic 
Committee will have to 
be clearly identified, 


we ©. C Milan vice-presi- 
pe dent Adriano Galliani 

? told his team on 

Wednesday that the key 
to success was more work 

3 and less talk. 

After two disastrous 
seasons, just winning 
their first match of the 
season has been enough 
to raise hopes that Milan 

are on their way back to 
the top. 

But Galliani was wary of predictions, saying: "Let's 
drop the subject. We've just got to keep quiet and wait to 
see what happens. 

"Hard work will pay in the end, But for the moment, 
we've just got to work at it and keep our mouths shut, 
and not go around proclaiming things. Especially after 


Lazio’s Salas against Lausanne in the 
Cup Winners Cup 
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the last two years that we've had.” 

“All of us want to get back to the level where we 
were once, but it's pointless saying when or how. We've 
just got to keep our heads down," 

On a day when Inter Milan and Juventus were open- 
ing their Champions League campaigns, Galliani was 
only too aware that Milan haven't played European foot- 
ball since the winter of 1996. 

"| never enjoy Wednesdays when the Champions 
League is on," he admitted, " It's just unthinkable for a 
club like AC Milan to be out of European competition - 
the players we have are all at that level, 

"The cups are a loss for us from the financial, the 
emotional and the supporters’ point of view," he said at 
Milan's training ground here. 
ighted with the fans’ response in recent weeks, 
Galliani said: 

"| thought we'd sell 30,000 season tickets - instead 
we've sold 38,000 and by the time the campaign finishes 
on September 24 I reckon we'll reach 40,000, 

"| feared it would be worse than this and I really have 
to thank the fans. I thought sales would plunge, but in 
fact they are only down 10 percent.” 

It must be working because Milan have won their 
second game in a row in this year’s Serie A, a good 2-1 
away win at Salernitana. 

And it was good to see Ronaldo back on scoring 
form, his penalty secured Inter a 1-0 away win at nearby 
Piacenza. 

‘Milan are currently on top of Serie A with six points, 
together with Fiorentina, Juventus also on six. 

Bologna and Salernitana are pointless at the bottom. 
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COMACHO STANDS 
BY SAME TAAM 


‘ew Spanish coach Jose Antonio 
Camacho has kept faith with the 
side humiliated 3-2 by Cyprus in a 
European championship qualifier 
two weeks ago, 

But the former Real Madrid player, who 
took over from Javier Clemente this week, has 
introduced seven new players to the squad for 
Wednesday’s international against Russia in 
Granada. 

And he warned on Friday his first team will 
have to represent their country with pride and 
passion if they are to retain their places, 

“The national team has prestige and each 
time Spain take the field we are playing for 
everyone in the country, he said, 

“T know that a lot of players are involved in 
high-level European competition and they aré 
under a lot of pressure and that this is only a 
friendly. 

“But the players can’t think of this as a 
friendly. The players in this squad are the best 
available and they have to perform like that,” 

He added; “Here no-one has a fixed place, 
This is just the first list — it’s not closed off to 
other players.” 

The shock defeat to Cyprus precipitated 
Clemente's downfall, 

Apart from injured pair Alfonso Perez and 
Miguel Angel Nadal the starting line-up will 
stay the same against Russia. 

Also ruled out through injury was Ivan de la 
Pena, the former Barcelona midfielder now 
with Lazio. 

De la Pena is widely regarded as the best 
player never to play for Spain and he is expect- 
ed to make Camacho’s squad when he has 
recovered. 

Camacho has dropped defenders Abelardo 
Fernandez and Agustin Aranzabal and mid- 
fielders Guillermo Amor and Santiago 
Ezquerro. 

Number two goalkeeper Antonio Prats of 
Real Betis makes way for Camacho's former 
‘keeper at Espanyol, Toni Jimenez. 

“Toni conceded fewest goals in the league 
last season, it’s as simple as that, 

Other new faces in the squad are defenders 
Vicente Engonga and Paco Martin, midfielders 
Ito Alvarez, Bittor Alkiza and Francisco de 
Pedro and Atletico Madrid striker Jordi Lardin, 


Chatlapets Santiago Canizares 
(Valencia), Toni Jimenez (Espanyol). 


Defenders: Rafael Alkorta (Athletic Bilbao), | 


Carlos Aguilera (Atletico Madrid), Sergi 
Barjuan (Barcelona), Michel Salgado (Celta 
Vigo), Femando Hierro (Real Madrid), Vicente 
Engonga (Mallorca), Paco Martin (Real 
Zaragoza). 

Midfielders: Luis Enrique (Barcelona), Ito 
Alvarez (Real Betis), Bittor Alkiza (Athletic 
Bilbao), Franciso de Pedro (Real Sociedad). 

Strikers: Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic 
Bilbao), Kiko (Atletico Madrid), Fernando 
Morientes (Real Madrid), Raul Gonzalez (Real 
Madrid), Jordi Lardin (Atletico Madrid). 


Yarns coach Milan Zivadinovic 
called up six uncapped players on Friday 
for a friendly international match against Brazil 
on September 23. 

The six newcomers are Vojvodina Novi Sad 
goalkeeper Dragan Zilic and defender Vladimir 
Matijasevic, Sampdoria defender Nenad Sakic, 
Majorca midfielder Jovan Stankovic, Obilic 
Belgrade playmaker Dragan Sarac and OFK 
Beograd midfielder Mihailo Pjanovic. 

Zivadinovic said he had to leave out several 
players from the German and Italian leagues 


because of club commitments, as well as play- | 


ers from Crvena Zyezda (Red Star) and 
Partizan Belgrade who played their local derby 
last Sunday (September 20) 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers: Ivica Kralj (Porto), Dragan 
Zilic (Vojvodina Novi Sad). 

Defenders: Nenad Sakic (Sampdoria), 
Goran Djorovic (Celta Vigo), Albert Nadj (Real 
Betis), Miroslav Djukic (Valencia), Vladimir 
Matijasevic (Vojvodina), Zoran Njegus 
(Atletico Madrid), 

Midfielders: Jovan Stankovic (Mallorca), 
Dragan Sarac (Obilic Belgrade), Nikola Lazetic 
(Vojvodina), Sasa Curcic (Crystal Palace), 
Nenad Grozdic (Obilic), Mihailo Pjanovic 
(OFK Beograd Belgrade), Slavisa Jokanovic 
(Tenerife). 

Strikers: Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza), 
Darko Kovacevic (Real Sociedad), Predrag 
Mijatovic (Real Madrid), Dejan Petkovic 
(Vitoria Salvador, Brazil). 


Dwight Yorke in action against Barcelona in the Group D Champions League 
game at Old Trafford. 


GERMAN ROUND-UP 


late goal from striker Olaf Marschall salvaged a 
1-1 draw for champions Kaiserslautern away to 
promoted Nuremberg in the German first divi- 
sion on Saturday (September 19). 

Kaiserslautern had looked set to concede their second 
defeat of the season until Marschall levelled from close range 
with five minutes left. 

Nuremberg, yet to lose since rejoining the top flight, 
opened the scoring in the 39th minute through Czech striker 
Pavel Kuka, who joined them from Kaiserslautern this sea- 
son. 

Kaiserslautern were reduced to 10 men when midfielder 
Martin Wagner was sent off for a second bookable offence in 
the 89th minute. 

“We deserved the draw,” said Kaiserslautem coach Otto. 
Rehhagel, whose men made a winning Champions’ League 
debut by beating Portugal’s Benfica 1-0 on Wednesday. 

“I was pleased to see that we found the strength to fight 
back in the second half.” 

Kaiserslautern are now third, one place behind TSV 1860. 
Munich who won 1-0 at VfB Stuttgart with a second-half 
goal by Dutch libero Gerald Vanenburg. 

Leaders Bayern Munich entertain Hamburg SV on 
Sunday. 

Bayer Leverkusen recovered from a tentative start to the 
season with a convincing 3-1 victory over troubled Borussia 
Dortmund. 

Leverkusen went ahead with a header by Croatian mid- 
fielder Nico Kovac in the 34th minute and increased their 
lead when Borussia Dortmund libero Wolfgang Feiersinger, 


under pressure from Markus Happe, put the balll into his own 
net three minutes into the second half. 

Dutch striker Brik Meijer headed Leverkusen’s third goal 
in the 56th minute, Dortmund reduced the arrears thanks to a 
fine free-kick by international midfielder Andreas Moeller in 
the 75th minute, 

“We scored just at the right time,” Leverkusen coach 
Christoph Daum said. “You could see that both teams were 
nervous because both desperately wanted a win.” 

Dortmund, the 1997 European champions, have won only 
one of their five Bundesliga games and drop two places to 
13th. Leverkusen climb four places to fifth, 

“We played well in the first half and were unlucky to con- 
cede that first goal,” said Dortmund coach Michael Skibbe, 
who had decided not to field off-form international midfield~ 
er Thomas Haessler. 

‘There was relief for Werder Bremen, who won 4-2 away 
to VfL Wolfsburg for their first victory of the season. 
Midfielder Marco Bode scored twice. 

Ruhr Valley derbies between VfL Bochum and Schalke 04 
are often tense and Saturday's was no exception, each side 
having a man sent off before Schalke snatched a 2-1 win. 

Schalke lost Dutch striker Youri Mulder for a tackle from 
behind in the seventh minute. 

Bochum midfielder Maurizio Gaudino followed after com- 
mitting a similar foul in the 34th minute, 

Bochum opened the scoring through defender Torsten 
Kracht just after the break but Schalke, the 1997 UEFA Cup 
champions, fought back with two goals from Dutch striker 
Rene Eijkelkamp. 
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EURO BLOCKBUSTER: REAL AND BARCA 


uropean champions Real Madrid began the 

defence of their crown with a 2-0 win 

against a poor Inter Milan side reduced to 

10 men for more than half their European 
Champions’ League Group C match. 

PSV Eindhoven, Kaiserslautern, Panathinaikos, 
Spartak Moscow and Brondby were the other sides to 
win on the opening night of the 24-team league. 

Real, who won the European Cup for a record sev- 
enth time last May, had the numerical advantage from 
the 42nd minute in Seville when Inter defender 
Salvatore Fresi was sent off for a second bookable 
defence. 

Banned by UEFA from using their Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium following the collapse of a goal 
before a semifinal against Borussia Dortmund last April, 
Real had to wait until a 79th minuté Fernando Hierro 
penalty to open the scoring. 

A last minute strike from Dutchman Clarence Seedorf 
made sure of the points. 

Juyentus, beaten finalists for the last two seasons, 
were held to a 2-2 draw at home by Galatasaray of 
Turkey after having goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi sent off 
in the 32nd minute. 

Peruzzi was dismissed for handling the ball outside 
his own area, and although Juventus were leading at the 
time through a 17th minute goal from Filippo Inzaghi, 
strikes by Hakan Sukur (42nd) and Davala Umit (63rd) 
then gave Galatasaray the lead, 

Juve saved a point when Alessandro Brindelli 
equalised 22 minutes from time. 


here was an astonishing match at Old Trafford 

Where Manchester United, reduced to 10 men for the 
Jast 20 minutes, drew 3-3 with Barcelona in Group D 
after United led 2-0 and 3-2, 

Ryan Giggs (17th) and Paul Scholes (24th) gave 
United a 2-0 half-time lead, but Barcelona fought back 
with goals from Brazilians Sonny Anderson (47th) and 
Giovanni (60th pen), 

David Beckham then put United back in front with a 
stunning 64th minute free-kick, but Barcelona replied 
with a second penalty, converted by Luis Enrique seven. 
minutes later, 

United's Nicky Butt was sent off in the incident that 
led to the goal, adjudged to have handled the ball by 
Ttalian referee Stefano Braschi, 


Ape seemed set to celebrate their debut in the 
competition with a Group E win at Lens after Mare 


Overmars opened the scoring in the 51st minute. 
But with only seconds remaining Tony Vairelles 
scored an equalizer for Lens and the match finished 1-1. 


Bixee Match to looked to be retuming fom an 
away match with maximum points after leading 1-0 
at Brondby in Group D with only two minutes to go. 


Rivaldo of Barcelona against Real. 


But the home side stunned the Germans with two 
goals in the last two minutes through Bo Hansen (88th) 
and Allan Rayn (90th), 


to, who defeated Bayern in the 1987 European 
Cup Final, were another side stunned by late strikes 
after leading Greek champions Olympiakos 2-0 with 
five minutes to go. 
But the visitors struck back with goals from Stylianos 
Giannakopoulos after 87 minutes and substitute Sinica 
Gogic in the last minute to draw 2-2. 


nathinaikos, the second Greek team, playing in 
Group E, started with a win, coming from behind to 
defeat Dynamo Kiey 2-1. 


Kassner the surprise German champions, 
ured a 1-0 victory on their debut when midfield- 
er Martin Wagner scored four minutes from half-time 
against Benfica. 


thletic Bilbao enjoyed most 

of the play but had to settle jf 
for a-1-1 draw against 
Norwegian visitors Rosenborg 
Trondheim in their opening 
Champions’ League Group B 
match, 

Bilbao coach Luis Fernandez 
had promised before the game 
that his players would go on the 
offensive at every possible 
opportunity in an Mames 
stadium, but Rosenborg were 
well-prepared. 

Athletic Bilbao went ahead 
after just five minutes when 
Spanish international winger jf 
Joseba Etxeberria latched onto a 
Roberto Rios cross. 

Etxeberria then proved 
Rosenborg’s main tormentor for 
the rest of the half, providing 
cross after cross from the right 
for target men Santiago 
Ezquerro and Javi Gonzalez. 

But the pair either squandered 
the chances or were foiled by 
Rosenborg goalkeeper Jorn 
Jamtfall. 

Rosenborg rarely ventured out of their half during the 
first 45 minutes and their only good effort came seven 
minutes before the break when a shot from Norwegian 
international Roar Strand bounced off a Bilbao goalpost, 

‘The Norwegians started the second half more deter- 
minedly and Strand finally got his name on the score- 
sheet after 66 minutes when he unleashed a long range 
effort from outside the box which evaded Bilbao goal- 
keeper Imanol Etxeberria. 

Shortly afterwards former Spanish international strik- 
er Ismael Urzaiz came on to-revive Athletic but once 
more they found it impossible to break down 
Rosenborg's five man defence. 

“| was disappointed not to get a victory but 
Rosenborg came here to defend and we knew they were 
going to do that,” said Fernandez. “We should have 
made more of our chances. It would not be fair to say 
we underestimated them but they were still tougher than 
Texpected,” he added. 


Wwo second hilf goals within three minutes gave 

Spartak Moscow a 2-0 win in their European 
Champions’ League match over Group C rivals Sturm 
Graz, 

Spartak, who experienced huge travelling difficulties 
flying to Austria on Tuesday when Polish air traffic con- 
trollers refused to allow their plane to fly into Polish air- 
space adding hours to their trip, should have a much 
happier flight home. 

“Tt was important for us to have a good result in our 
first match. We played really well. I'm happy with the 
team especially considering the trouble we had getting 
here,” said Spartak coach Oleg Romantsev, 

Last week, Spartak almost had to cancel their trip to 
Graz and their participation in the Champions’ League 
due to cashflow problems linked to the collapse of the 
Russian rouble. 

Officials said the club had had difficulties acquiring 
sufficient hard currency to pay for travel costs. 

When asked if the money earned with the victory 
would help improve the club’s desperate financial situa- 
tion, Romanstev modestly said: “It is good for us.” 

But on the pitch at Graz’s Arnold Schwarzenegger 
stadium(!!), the troubles of the past few days were unno- 
ticeable as Yegor Titov and Iya Tsymbalar scored for 
the Russian champions in the 61st and 64th minutes. 

“Both teams were technically very strong today. But 


that’s the way it is in the Champions’ league — there 
are no easy matches,” said Romantsev. 

Markus Schopp almost opened the scoring for Sturm 
after only 50 seconds when he profited from a mistake 
in Spartak’s defence. However, his shot was not precise 
enough. 

Andrei Tikhonoy and Vasily Baranov missed two 
opportunities each in the first half in which neither side 
was the clear favourite. 

But Spartak stepped up a gear in the second half, 
replacing striker Alexander Shirko with Anatoly 
Kanishev, as the hosts began to look slow. 

Titov took advantage of an error by Sturm goalkeeper 
Kazimierz Sidorezuk to score from close range. 
Sidorezuk had let a shot from captain Tlya Tsymbalar 
bounce off his hands, 

Tsymbalar then scored with a thundering shot which 


Alan Shearer scores against Partizan Belgrade midweek. 


hit the top of the goalpost and only just landed behind 
the line in an otherwise disappointing match. 

“Spartak were technically a lot better than us. They 
were fast at a time when we had no more strength,” said 
Sturm coach Ivica Osim. “There was little we could do 
after those two goals.” 

Sturm president Hannes Kartnig, whose team boasts 
seven Austrian internationals, said; “Spartak have 11 
top-class players. We don’t have that many good players 
in the whole of Austria.” y 


A injury time goal by substitute Arnold Bruggink 
gave PSV Bindhoven a 2-1 win over HJK Helsinki 
in their European Champions’ League group F opener, 

Bfuggink’s strike came as the Finnish team, the first 
from their country to make the Champions’ League, des- 
perately tried to hang on for a point but defensive disar- 
ray lefi the Dutch striker free in front of an empty goal. 

“Tt was an escape, but it was a victory the team 
deserved because we dominated the match,” said PSV 
coach Bobby Robson. “It’s a beautiful time to score a 
goal —in the last 10 seconds,” z 

PSV dominated the match in heavy rain, but strug- 
gled after a poorly marked Mika Kotilla headed the visi- 
tors ahead in the 31st minute. 

Bruggink, a surprise omission from the starting line- 
up, and Dennis Rommedah! both came on in the second 
half and increased the attacking options for the Dutch 
side who started with Belgian striker Gilles de Bilde 
alone up front. 

PSV equalised in the 59th minute when Andre Ooijer 
headed in his team’s ninth corner. 

PSV pressed on and, towards the end, HJK keeper 
Tommi Koivistoinen brought down De Bilde just out- 
side the penalty area. He was lucky to escape with only 
a yellow card, although he will miss HJK’s next game 
against Kaiserslautern. 

De Bilde also had a valid-looking penalty appeal 
rejected after Hannu Tihinen manhandled him to the 
ground. 

“We made things difficult for ourselves,” said 
Bruggink, “They took the lead and it gave them real 
confidence but you can’t compare them with a 
Kaiserslautern or a Benfica. They won't play so defen- 
sively.” 

A yellow card for PSV’s Russian midfielder Yuri 
Nikiforov means he will miss his team’s visit to 
Benfica. 


Te 


rian Laudrup has reopened the wounds caused by Chelsea's 
squad rotation system before the opening game in their 
defence of the European Cup Winners’ Cup. The Danish star 
has made just one start for Chelsea this season and only 
came on as an 89th-minute substitute during the 2-1 win over 
Nottingham Forest at the weekend. 

‘And after only five weeks at the club, Laudrup, signed on a free transfer 
from Rangers this summer, has already made his feelings known to play- 
er- manager Gianluca Vial. 

Vialli has the difficult task of keeping Gianfranco Zola, Pierluigi 
Casiraghi, Tore Andre Flo, himself and Laudrup happy while telling them 
nobody's place in the starting line-up is secure. 


Pierluigi Casiraghi (left) ... part of the international 
brigade at Chelsea. 


Ironically, it is a problem that the Blues boss was on the receiving end 
of himself when Ruud Gullit was coach. 

"I haye been to a meeting with Vialli and the other forwards at the 
club," said Laudrup on the eve of Chelsea's clash with Helsingborg at 
Stamford Bridge. 

" Vialli said that he regards us all as stars and that we actually each of us 
should play every single time, but he would not give any guarantees to any 
of us. 

"His message was that none of us can feel secure of a spot in the start- 
ing line-up and of course that’s a new situation for me that I have to get 
used to. 

"[ didn't like the same system at AC Milan and the big danger is that 
some players might never find the right rhythm.” 

Chelsea have so far failed to find the rhythm that took them to two cup 


LAUDRUP UNHAPPY? 


triumphs last year and have struggled to reproduce their cup form in the | 


Premiership. 

Denmark's Laudrup puts that down to a lack of playing time for the 
team to gel together and is desperate to get as much match practice as pos- 
sible to prove his worth to the Stamford Bridge faithful. 

I need all the playing time that I can possibly get right now because it 


was a big problem in my league debut that my team-mates didn't know me | 


and I didn't know them,” he said. 

"L was criticised for my debut but please notice I played in a strange 
role in right midfield which is not my favourite space at all. 

"think that Vialli has already seen that the best space for me is as the 
free runner behind the forwards like I played for Rangers and Denmark. 

"Physically I am fit but I lack a bit in timing and only playing big 
matches will help me now.” 


‘ottingham Forest could be dumped back into the First Division after 
the FA insisted yesterday that the present directors can be punished 
for their predecessors’ misconduct. 

Forest, whose former manager Brian Clough was excused facing 
charges on the grounds of ill-health, have been charged for allegedly mak- 
ing payments outside FA rules and failing to properly supervise their 
employees, 

‘After a four-and-a-half year investigation Forest are the only club being 
brought to book. The club could have points deducted or be heavily fined. 
‘The ultimate sanction could be relegation. 

‘The case against Clough's long-time assistant Ronnie Fenton was 
adjourned and will be heard at the same time as the Forest case in a few 
months’ time after he failed to appear before the FA's disciplinary commit- 
tee at a London hotel. 


utch striker Pierre van Hooijdonk is not planning to retur to his 
English Premier League club Nottingham Forest, his agents said, 

Karel Jansen of Sports Promotion described as “rubbish” reports that 

the 28-year-old intemational was considering a reconciliation with Forest. 


wants to leave." 

Van Hooijdonk has effectively been on strike in the Netherlands since 
returning from the World Cup after claiming Forest had not bought 
enough quality players to survive in the premier league following promo- 
tion last season. 

‘The striker’s comments led some of the Forest squad to say he would 
not be welcome even if he returned, His actions were also condemned by 
several leading figures in the Dutch game, and national coach Frank 
Rijkaard said he would not select Van Hooijdonk until the dispute with 
Forest was resolved. 

Forest reacted by suspending Van Hooijdonk’s wages and placing him 
on the transfer list, initially with a price tag of 8.0 million pounds ($13.53 
million), 

‘The club are now believed to be ready to accept 6 million pounds for 
the former Celtic striker, who hit 34 goals for them last season. 

However Jansen said the size of the fee being demanded by Forest was 
preventing Van Hooijdonk moving, 

"There are a number of clubs interested in him, including from 
England, but the transfer fee is still the problem," he said. 

Van Hooijdonk himself has been training with former club NAC Breda. 
A club official said he joined the squad intermittently and was last seen at 
the club on Wednesday. 

Van Hooijdonk joined Forest for 4.5 million pounds in March 1997 
after falling out with Scottish club Celtic. He still has four years of his 
Forest contract to run. 

Sport Promotion are the same company that recently brokered a deal 
between Ajax Amsterdam and the want-away brothers Frank and Ronald 
de Boer. The De Boer twins have agreed to stay with Ajax until the end of 
the season. 


REVIEW OF DAVID 
By ‘Soccer Spice’ 


yr many years, Old Trafford has come to be known as the 

“Theatre of Dreams’ and for many the opportunity to per- 

form on stage in this supreme theatre, does not arise. 

However, for one lucky, or rather talented young lad from 

Essex, London, the “Theatre of Dreams’ has turned a dream into real- 
ity. 

‘The video takes you down the aisle and behind the curtains of David 
Beckham's life (on and off the pitch) as well as giving you the chance, 
time and time again, to relive that “ABSOLUTELY PHENOMENAL” 
GOAL (thanks to the rewind button), which was so sweetly struck from 
beyond halfway —ah! 

‘Also mended into the video is fabulous footage of the divine Mr 
Beckham's trademark free kicks — whether they hit the back of the net or 
not, they are always spectacular! 

Amongst the unforgettable convoy of goals — each one more splendid 
than the previous, the package contains home videos of a young skinny, 
spiky haired Beckham practising the moves for which he is now famous, 
and footage from matches earlier on his career. 

Also included are interviews with the people who know him best — his 


BECKHAM VIDEO 


family, friends, teammates and coach. Not to mention, his high school 
home economics teacher, who lets it be known exactly how handy young. 
David is with the cinnamon in the kitchen (surely preparation for his 
“spicy” soccer future). 

For 60 minutes, all my attention was focused on my SHARP television 
(yes —such is my obsession that I must have “simply the best!") 

Watching David Beckham excute moves | would have had a truckload 
of difficulty with to perfection (his immaculate good looks and boyish 
charm also had a little to do with capturing my undivided attention — but 
only a little! After all, it is very hard to escape any hot-blooded females 
attention of how easy the United star is on the eyes!) 

However, if there is something to criticise from a video of this quality 
it is the unfortunate reminder of the unavailability of this football super- 
star, who has chosen to take on the “POSH” way of living (much to the 
dismay of his numerous female admirers and primarily myself — ‘Soccer 
Spice’). 

Nevertheless, sitting in my own ‘Theatre of Dreams’ (i.e. my living 
room) I felt the video made great viewing material — but then again, any- 
thing starring David Beckham could only be ... well, umm, SPICY! 

See how you could win this and other Man Utd videos by turning to 
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rmer Arsenal chief scout Steve 
Burtenshaw on Wednesday admit- 
ted breaking rules by accepting money 


| in one of the much-publicized transfer 


deals which led to the sacking of 
Arsenal manager George Graham. 

The English Football Association 
(F.A). said Burtenshaw had admitted 
receiving $58,600 from an agent in 
connection with the transfer of John 
Jensen from Danish club Brondby to 
Arsenal in 1992. 

"He received the money — without 
the knowledge of Arsenal or the 
Inland Revenue — a few months after 
the transfer was completed," the F.A. 
said in a statement, 

“The payment was in contravention 
of F.A. mules and was a clear conflict 
of interest with his club.” 

In 1995 Graham, now the manager 
of English Premier League Leeds, was 
sacked and had a one-year worldwide 
ban imposed by the B.A. for taking 
illegal transfer payments. 

An inquiry by the F.A. into the 
transfers of Dane Jensen and 
Norwegian Pal Lydersen to Arsenal 
found Graham guilty of accepting 


"f don't know where they get these things from," he said. "He still | $711,600 in illegal payments, 


The F.A. accepted Burtenshaw's 
payment had not been solicited by the 
62-year-old who has admitted that he 
had made a misjudgment. 

It said a commission of inquiry 
investigating the matter had “reserved 
its judgment.” 


Ps Gascoigne, a genius on the 

tball pitch, has been voted 
Britain's least intelligent person off it, 
according to a survey. 

The former England midfielder 
won the votes of almost a third of 
1,004 people questioned by the Focus 
scientific lifestyle magazine. 

His 31-percent share put him way 
ahead of topless model Melinda 
Messenger, Ten percent thought she 
was the most stupid of them all. 

Geri Halliwell, the former member 


of the Spice Girls pop group, also fig- 
ured among the top names. 

In recent years the aging player has 
earned more headlines for his drinking 
and his madcap antics than his foot- 
ball. 

The same research revealed 
Virgin's tycoon boss Richard Branson 
was seen as the country's most intelli- 
gent person, while Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, with 25 percent to 
Margaret Thatcher's 22 percent, was 
nominated the most clever politician. 


ngland striker Alan Shearer 

Wednesday quashed speculation 
over his immediate future as he com- 
mitted himself to Premiership side 
Newcastle. 

Shearer broke his silence following 
an appeal from his Newcastle fans. 

‘Because the fans have specifically 
asked, I can say that I've spoken with 
the chairman and the manager and 
they haye told me that they see me as 
an important part of Newcastle's 
future,’ Shearer said, 

Rumors of a possible Shearer move 
began mounting following the arrival 
of manager Ruud Gullit in place of 
Kenny Dalglish just after the start of 
the season, 

‘Lam sure that the club's ambition 
matches mine and the fans and I have 
no doubt that the manager came here 
to win things, just as I did,’ Shearer 
added, He said he had not spoken out 
earlier because he did not want to be 
forced to respond every time rumors 
began to circulate. 

‘Newcastle fans called on the striker 
to confirm he would not quit the club, 

Earlier this month Newcastle had 
denied reports that Italian side Parma 
had made a 14-million-pound ($22- 
million) bid for the player. 

Parma were reportedly interested in 
reuniting Shearer with his former 
Newcastle teammate Faustino 
Asprilla. 


PROBLEMS 
FOR SAINTS 


outhampton kicked off their 1998-99 

premiership campaign with high hopes 

following a run of form which saw them rise 

from relegation danger to 12th p mn last 
season. 

However, just when most is expected of them, the 
Saints could find themselves achieving the least, They 
are bottom of the Premiership, with a single point from 
Six games, and it is difficult to visualise them winning a 
match, let alone retaining their proud status among 
England's elite. 

For manager Dave Jones, the only consolation of the 
season so far has been that no team has ever been 
relegated in September. He has been confronted with a 
series of derogatory rumours, some of them suggesting 
that he has lost the respect of the dressing room, 

There has been talk of internal wrangling, of players 
and management having toe-to-toe training ground 
confrontations, all claims which Jones has refuted 
strongly. 

The homely club, kept away from the national 
spotlight in the leafy Hampshire countryside, have 
made the word ‘unfashionable’ a complimentary term. 
Last season the manager’s struggle for recognition 
appeared to mirror that of the club who went out on a 
limb to employ him. 

Jones’ achievement in emulating his astonishing 
success at Stockport received due recognition when he 
was named manager of the year, This season it has all 
collapsed and Jones has no answers, despite having 
reinforced his squad in the summer with the experience 
and class of Mark Hughes, Stuart Ripley and David 
Howells. 


That may be part of the problem. The fans voiced 
their concerns to the local media, seeing Jones as too 
eager to tinker with a successful formula. 

Jones defends his team selection, tactics and methods 
‘as strongly as his position at the club even though 
chairman Rupert Lowe is allegedly already becoming 
impatient about the disastrous start. 

Jones has publicly blamed his top players, the new 
signings included, It seems that the attitude of Hughes 
towards the overweight Matthew Le Tissier has caused 
friction. 

Le Tissier may no longer possess the sorcery that 
once made his presence, or lack of it, on the 
international stage one of the great debates in England. 
He is overweight and short of confidence. 

Yet if ever one man was made for the role of saviour 
for the Saints in a desperate situation, then it was Le 
Tissier, On Saturday, with Southampton in need of a 
miracle, Le Tissier fashioned an equalising goal against 
Tottenham to bring to an end a run of five defeats. 

Nevertheless, Jones will come under increasing 
pressure if he fails to arrest the slide, but is of the 
opinion that the team are victims of high expectations, 
created by the strong finish to last season. 

He has been quoted as saying that he is baffled by 
the current problems but that he understands only 
himself and the players can dredge themselves out of 
their slump. 

Unfortunately words alone will not save 
Southampton, and Jones must now hope that Le 
Tissier’s crucial strike will be the springboard for 
further success. 


HODDLE IN THE 
CLEAR - FOR NOW 


he English Football Association gave their 

backing to England coach Glenn Hoddle 

last Friday, but he still faces a further 

grilling over his controversial World Cup 
book. 

Following a 90-minute encounter where Hoddle 
presented his official World Cup report, chairman Noel 
White said the England boss had the support of the 
majority of the international committee, 

At a news conference afterwards, F.A.chief 
executive Graham Kelly said a six-man sub- committee, 
including himself and White, had been set up to discuss 
@ two-year extension to Hoddle’s existing contract, 
which would take him to the 2002 World Cup in Japan 
and South Korea, 

“| had various conversations with Glenn after the 
World Cup when it (the extension) was put back 
because he didn’t want to talk about it in the immediate 
aftermath, He is now willing to do so, and a special 
group has been set up to take the matter forward,” said 
Kelly, 

“J will be meeting Glenn next week. Hopefully the 
situation can be resolved as quickly as possible,” Kelly 
added, 

‘The F.A. is concemed over his World Cup book and 
his reliance on faith-healer Eileen Drewery, although 
none of the committee members present on Friday 
raised either issue with the England coach. 

It is ironic that a friendship rather than a 
disappointing World Cup campaign could bring an end 
to Hoddle’s controversial career as England coach. 


In his book, Hoddle said his one mistake during 
France 98 was not to have Mrs Drewery with the squad. 
White said that the committee members are happy to 
let the sub-committee deal with the outstanding issues. 
“There are a couple of problems we have to 


Tt may be significant that it was White who first 
raised concerns about former coach Terry Venables, 
identifying his business problems as a reason for 
concern. 

Asked if he thought Hoddle deserved a new contract, 
he went on: ‘It all depends how he reacts to certain 
situations, We'll take them on board when discussing 
his new contract or enhancing his current one.” 

Even though it appears the FA is attempting to 
whitewash the Hoddle situation by setting up the sub- 
committee, it is clear there are dissenting voices among 
the main committee which, if not split, wants a more 
detailed explanation from Hoddle. It will get that only 
when chief executive Graham Kelly reports back after 
sitting down with the England coach. 

Kelly, a known supporter of Hoddle, said: “I don’t 
want you to go away with the impression that topics 
which were on everybody's lips will not be addressed. 
We're looking at the possibility of an extension. We'll 
‘want conditions and he’ll want conditions.” 

Although the F.A. are eager to maintain some 
continuity within the national team setup, they would 
do well to assess critically the performance of England 
at the World Cup before placing Hoddle in charge for 
an additional two years. 


UK NEWS 
IN SHORT 


lackburn Rovers striker Martin Dahlin could soon 

be playing alongside fellow Swede Henrik Larsson 
if a proposed $2.5 million move to Celtic goes ahead. 
The 30-year-old, who came to Ewood Park for 
$5million from Roma last year, has had few chances to 
start in Roy Hodgson’s team, 

He is behind Chris Sutton, Kevin Davies and Kevin 
Gallacher in the pecking order, according to the Daily 
Mail. The only problem could be personal terms, with 
Dahlin reputedly on $40,000 per week at Ewood Park. 


loventry City midfielder Gary McAllister last week 

made his first competitive appearance for six 
months when he turned out for the reserve team at 
‘Tranmere. 

The former Scottish captain played the opening hour 
at Prenton Park during the 1-1 draw after missing most 
of the year with a damaged cruciate ligament. Centre 
back Liam Daish also made a promising return from 
injury. 

McAllister said: “My immediate ambition is to get 
back into the Coventry first team but it is just nice just 
to start running around again. It is much better than 
training.” 


wwlo Wanchope has been accused of headbutting 
Manchester City midfielder Jamie Pollock during 
last week's Worthington Cup clash, According to the 
Sun, the fiery midfielder, who was sent off for elbowing. 
Francesco Baiano during the 1-1 draw, alleges 
Wanchope headbutted him in the first half. 
Pollock said: “There was no reason whatsoever. All I 
can think is that he confused me with someone else.’” 


| Bhat manager Walter Smith is still trying to bring 
jin Ivory Coast striker Ibrahim Bakayoko to bolster 
his forward line. It will take two to three weeks for the 
Blues to obtain a work permit for the Montpellier 
striker, valued at $1 1million, 

‘The Merseysiders have struggled in front of goal this 
season and missed a string of opportunities at 
Huddersfield last week. Smith said: “We created a lot of 
chances but we could not convert them and I was 
disappointed by that.” 


eicester manager Martin O'Neill complimented his 
layers on a job well done after they made their FA 
Carling Premiership class tell with a 3-0 Worthington 
Cup second-round, first-leg win over Second Division 
Chesterfield. 

O'Neill believes that the Foxes can go on and win. 
the competition for the second time in three years. He 
said: “I don’t want to go out of this competition. T want 
to go on and win it again.”” 


Buns will only find out whether Paul Ince is 
vailable for their Euro 2000 qualifier in 
Luxembourg six days before the match takes place. The 
Liverpool midfielder was sent off for two bookable 
offences in England's 2-1 defeat to Sweden two weeks 
ago. 

A red card carries an automatic one-match ban — 
ruling him out of the October 10 clash against Bulgaria 


at Wembley — but it is believed Ince could be 
suspended for two games for making a ‘V’ sign to 
England number two John Gorman, 

That will be decided by the UEFA disciplinary 
committee, who will meet less than a week before 
England play in Luxembourg on October 14. 


ave Bassett has dismissed an apology from striker 
Pierre van Hooijdonk for his criticism of the 
Nottingham Forest team. The 28-year-old, who has not 
played this season, left Bassett seething when he openly 
declared his Forest teammates were not good enough. 
But despite trying to heal wounds this week, Bassett 
said he was not interested and added that he would not 
even consider allowing the controversial striker back. 
Bassett, speaking in the Daily Mail, said: “I’m not 
interested in what he’s said and J can’t be bothered with 
him, The sooner he finds another club the better for 
everybody. But nobody seems to want to buy him 
though. We can't do much about that,”” 


heffield Wednesday manager Danny Wilson has 
launched a scathing attack on “self-indulgent” 
Italian duo Benito Carbone and Paolo Di Canio. 
Wilson, speaking in the Mirror, said they lack 
commitment and are not interested in the well-being of 
the team. His attempts to off-load them have come to 


id: “It’s unusual for me to criticise my players 
but it has to be said, Until certain players start to 
perform for the team and have the respect for their 
teammates we'll continue to struggle.” 


‘imbledon boss Joe Kinnear has shed light on his 

two latest transfer targets. Port Vale winger 
Gareth Ainsworth and Swedish international defender 
Johan Mjallby, who plays for AIK Stockholm, have 
both attracted bids from the Selhurst Park side. 

Kinnear has offered $3.5million for each and is now 
waiting for the relevant clubs to respond. The Dons 
boss said: “I’ve got $7million on the table and I’m 
waiting to hear from their clubs. They are both long 
term targets of mine.” 


fire damaged the home of soccer star Ryan Giggs! 
family Saturday, and fire authorities described it as 
a suspicious blaze. 

‘The Manchester United player's mother and 6-year- 
old sister were staying with friends when the blaze 
started, and his 21-year-old brother Rhodri fled the 
flames without reported injury. 

A fire brigade spokesman said the fire was severe 
and had started in the living room of the small row 
house, 

"There was obviously something suspicious," the 
spokesman said anonymously, in keeping with British 
custom. 

The two ground floor windows of the white brick 
cottage were boarded up. 

The Press Association, the national news agency, 
said Rhodri Giggs was reported to have told police that 
he might have been the target because he had been 
involved in an argument in a bar. 


TRIUMPHANT RETURN FOR FOWLER 


iverpool striker Robbie Fowler made a 
sensational comeback to the English 
Premier League with two strikes against 
Chariton Athletic on Saturday. 

A penalty and a lucky deflection were sweet 
recompense for the 23-year-old who has endured seven 
months of hell after damaging knee ligaments in the 
Merseyside derby against Everton in February. 

‘The injury destroyed Fowler's hopes of making the 
England World Cup squad and he could only sit and 
watch from the sidelines as teenage sensation Michael 
‘Owen filled his boots for both club and country. 

While the two have often been seen as rivals for the 
same shirt, the signs are that they can work in tandem, 

Fowler made an appearance as a substitute in 
Liverpool’s midweek UEFA Cup win over Slovakian 
side Kosice and laid on a goal for Owen with his very 
first touch. On Saturday Owen returned the favour by 
creating both goals for Fowler in the 3-3 draw at 
Anfield. 

Owen won the penalty from which Fowler, after a 


brief word with his strike partner, put Liverpool level at 
1-1. 

Owen then provided the cross which led to Fowler's 
second after 82 minutes. 

Charlton goalkeeper Sasa Tlic hesitated and the ball 
bobbled off the Liverpool striker and into the net from a 
metre out. 

It was especially satisfying for Fowler, who endured 
some harsh criticism from the Anfield crowd prior to 
his injury after a general slump in his form and fitness 
coincided with 18-year-old Owen’s emergence as the 
new star of English soccer. 

Fowler has now scored 94 goals in 161 league games, a 
ratio that would have most strikers green with envy. 

Nobody complained at Anfield on Saturday - 
Liverpool's frailty in defence was of far greater concern 
- and Liverpool joint manager Roy Evans wamed that 
Fowler could only get better. 

“We were thinking of giving him a rest at 2-2 but 
then he got his second goal. He’s not razor sharp yet but 
that'll come with a few more games,” said Evans, 


FREE man UNITED 


VIDEOS TO BE WON 


FROM WARNER VISION 


Quick, before the club is sold off to the highest 
bidder. Soccer Weekly has three great Man United 
videos to give away for free!! 

All you do dear reader, is send in an envelope 
with your name and address on the back. 

On the front mark it either ‘David Beckham’ 
Comp, ‘Alex Ferguson Ultimate United’ Comp or 
‘Man Utd 300 Prem Goals’ Comp. These are the 
three videos you can win, 

We have already reviewed one, in this issue are 


two more, 

The comp closes on September 28 and we will 
publish the winners on the issue of September 29. 

These videos retail for around $30 so it is a great 
deal — a Man Utd video for the price of sending us 
an envelope. 

We have had heaps of entries so get in and win 
yourself something toally magic, courtesy of our 
buddies at Warner Vision. 


Lord Metbury 


SEXY FOOTBALL 
~ 1S BACK 


utchman Ruud Gullit came to Newcastle United 

promising "sexy football.” For the second 
‘straight week his players turned on the style by 
thrashing Coventry City 5-1 away on Saturday. 

England captain Alan Shearer scored twice, to add to 
the couple he hit in a 4-0 home win over Southampton 
last Saturday, as the Magpies continued their return to 
form since Gullit replaced former manager Kenny 
Dalglish in late August. 

‘The result lifted Newcastle's points tally to eight from 
‘six games, six points behind leaders Aston Villa, who 
drew 0-0 at Leeds United. Liverpool slipped to third on 
II points after a 3-3 draw with Charlton at Anfield 
where Robbie Fowler marked his return from injury with 
two goals for the home side. 

Coventry actually went in front against Newcastle 
from a Noel Whelen header after four minutes but were 
never in the match after that. 


reek defender Nikos Dabizas headed Newcastle 
level after 14 minutes and Shearer, with a low shot, 


and Gary Speed, with a header, made it 3-1 at the . 


interval. 

Stephen Glass ran through to make it 4-1 after 58 
minutes and Shearer completed another consummate 
performance with the fifth from a corner in the final 
minute, 

Julian Joachim should have won the game for Villa at 
‘Leeds late on but he shot wide when given a clear sight 
of goal by Robert Molenaar’s mistake. 

But Fowler showed he had lost none of his scoring 
touch with his two goals on his return after a seven- 
month injury lay-off. 


iharlton led 1-9 and 2-1 before Steve Jones’ late 
volley grabbed them a point, Patrik Berger scored 


Liverpool's other goal. 

Derby County is second on 12 points after a 2-0 home 
win over near neighbors Leicester City. 

Derby, who went 4-0 down in the first 15 minutes of 
the corresponding fixture last season, scored through 
Stefan Schnoor (34) and gangly Costa Rican Paulo 
Wanchope (51), 

Wimbledon moved to fourth after a 2-1 home win 
over Sheffield Wednesday while Middlesbrough drew 2- 
2 with Everton, 

Nottingham Forest was held 0-0 at home by West 
Ham and bottom club Southampton picked up its first 
point in a 1-1 home draw with Tottenham. 

Champion Arsenal hosted Manchester United on 
Sunday and won 3-0. 


imply Red singer Mick Hucknall has discussed 

launching a bid to buy Manchester United with Ted 
Turner's American television network CNN, a British 
Sunday newspaper said. 

‘The Sunday People said CNN -- Cable News Network 
~- would decide this week whether to put in a 700 million 
pound ($1.15 billion) bid with Hucknall to rival the 
proposed takeover by Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB. 

Manchester United's board has already backed 
BSkyB's 623.4 million pound ($1.05 billion) bid but 
would be legally obliged to consider a higher offer. 

‘The People said Hucknall, a multi-millionaire and a 
lifelong United fan, had outlined plans to CNN to 
develop United with.a less aggressive strategy than 
BSkyB. 

‘The Sunday Mirror also linked Formula One chief 
Bernie Ecclestone to a counter-bid for Manchester 
United, but sources close to him denied the story. 

Pictured below is Michael Owen against Charlton, and 
below him Andy Booth heads home against Wimbledon. 
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